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Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Fifth Annual Convention of the Dio- 
cess of Ohio, held in the College Hall, 
Worthington, on the Sth, 6th, and 
7th of June, 1822. 


Tue convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Chase, three 
presbyters, three deacons, and eighteen 
lay delegates, representing fourteen pa- 
rishes. 

It was opened with morning prayer, 
conducted by the Rev. Intrepid Morse, 
minister of St. Paul’s church, Steuben- 
ville, and St. James’s church, Cross 
Creek; and an appropriate sermon, 
and the administration of the holy com- 
munion, by the bishop. 

Agreeably to the 45th canon of the 
General Convention of 1808, the Right 
Rev. Bishop Chase delivered the fol- 
lowing address :— 


Reverend Brethren, and Gentlemen 
of this Convention, 


Since our last meeting I have per- 
formed but little episcopal duty; but 
that little, though mixed with much im- 
perfection, has been the extent of my 
abilities. 

Cramped in my circumstances, and 
attacked by a violent and lingering dis- 
order, last summer, I was unable to 
perform but a small part of what I had 
wished to do in the vineyard ef our 
adored Master. I, however, visited 
Chillicothe, Portsmouth, Zanesville, and 
Marietta. Near the last mentioned 
place, in company with the Rev. Mr. 
Morse, I was seized with the bilious 
cholic and intermitting fever so severe- 
ly, that I was obliged to be transported 
in a beat, for several miles, to the house 
ofa friend on the margin of the Musk- 
ingum river; whence, after about three 
weeks sickness, I returned home; all 
the appointments at the east and north 
beiug thus frustrated, and my weak state 


of health not permitting a renewal of 
You. VII. 


them. To those persons who, with 
great kindness and assiduity, ministered 
to me, and to the Rev. Mr. Morse, (for 
he was also my companion in sickness, ) 
I beg leave, in this way, to make my 
acknowledgements of sincere gratitude. 
I have since understood that some con- 
siderable preparations are making for 
the erection of a church at Marietta. 

During the past year, only the fol- 
lowing confirmations took place:—At 
Worthington, on Whitsunday, eighteen 
persons; St. James’s parish, Zanesville, 
August 5th, six; All Saints, Ports- 
mouth, 24th July, four—in all, twenty- 
eight. 

On the 12th of September last, by 
divine grace, I was the instrument of 
consecrating to the service of Almighty 
God, St. Paul’s church, in Chillicothe; 
which episcopal act is renderded doubly 
interesting by the circumstance of its 
being the first of the kind west of the 
Allegany mountains. The church is 
small, but neat and commodious, hav- 
ing already a small organ and good 
music. Much praise is due to the gen- 
tlemen who, under very discouraging 
circumstances, have persevered to the 
accomplishment of this good work; 
and I am peculiarly grateful to Divine 
Providence in that, with the finishing 
of their church, the parish have, I hope, 
permanently secured the services of a 
pious and able minister of the Lord Je- 
sus. The parish of All Saints’ church, 
at Portsmouth, I had visited in July, 
and found their unanimity and zeal in 
the cause of truth and piety unabated. 
The Rev. Ezra B. Kellogg, deacon, 
having been regularly received into the 
diocess, by letters dimissory from the 
bishop of New-York, is fixed for the 
present at Chillicothe, Portsmouth, and 
Circleville. What congregations, how- 
ever small and depressed, will not take 
courage, wher witnessing the blessing 
with which God hath been pleased to 
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crown the efforts of these interesting 
parishes ! 

The connexion subsisting between 
the Rev. Intrepid Morse, and the pa- 
rish of St. James’s church, Zanesville, 
has been dissolved in great harmony; 
the former will henceforth confine his 
parochial services to Steubenville and 
vicinity, and the latter will be supplied 
by the ministrations of the Rev. Phi- 
lander Chase, jun. 

The Rev. Spencer Wall, deacon, 
came regularly into the diocess with 
letters of recommendation from the 
Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, of Maryland. 
Ladvised the offer of his ministerial ser- 
vices to those hitherto muclr neglected 
places at the western part of the diocess, 
viz. Dayton, Springfield, and Piqua. 
At these he laboured from the 19th of 
October to the 24th of March last, when 
he had some thoughts of quitting his sta- 
tion; from which, considering our des- 
titute situation, I was so happy as to 
dissuade him, so that he still continues 
among them. From his report, dated 
the 27th of March, 1822, I make the 
following extracts:—“ Regular and 
stated ministrations at these three places 
and the country adjoming them would, 
beyond question, contribute much to 
the prosperity of the church in the west- 
ern part of the diocess. At Piqua, the 
prospects are such as to justify sanguine 
expectations of the permanent esta- 
blishment and regular growth of the 
¢hurch. Her friends have already 
raised a subscription amounting to 
about six hundred dolfars, fer the pur- 
pose of erecting a church. ‘The dona- 
tion of a lot has been made, and the 
deed ready to be executed as soon as 
the society receives a corporate form in 
law. It is intended to commence the 
building as soon as the weather will per- 
mit, and complete it the present year. 
‘The services and doctrines of the ehurch 
are acceptable to the people generally, 
and by many cherished with cordiality ; 
but unless they be soon supplied with 
occasional ministrations, this infant es- 
tablishment will be entirely lost.” 

I make the above extract of the 
prospects at Piqua in particular, be- 
cause it isa place never before visited, 
neither by myself nor any of our cler- 
cy. ‘To lovers of primitive truth, how 
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cheering the prospect, to see the divine 
seed take root in a soil so new, and yet 
so free from the weeds and briars of 
modern prejudices. Other places there 
doubtless are equally congenial, had we 
more faithful labourers who, regardless 
of toil and hardship, would make the 
glory of their Redeemer’s cause their 
paramount object. 

Though unable, as I have observed, 
to visit in person the churches at the 
north, south-west, and east, during the 
last year, yet the tidings from them, 
through the medium of their respective 
clergy, and others, have been, as far a$ 
our destitute condition would permit, by 
no means void of consoling, and ever 
animating prospects. 

Fhe parish of St. Fhomas’s church, 
St. Clairsville, have mostly, through the 
laudable exertions of a few individuals, 
been enabled to build and finish a 
church respectable for its size and con- 
venience ; and, | am just now informed, 
that it is ready for consecration to the 
service of Almighty God. 

The exertions of the Rev. Mr. Searle 
on the Connecticut Reserve Lands, and 
in Huron county, have met with my 
most cordial approbation, and I humbly 
hope will be rewarded by him in whose 
service he so faithfully labours. The 
formation of a parisly at Norwalk ex- 
cites feelings of great desire to see them, 
and to join in prayers with them to the 
great Head of the church for heavenly 
blessings on our infant Zion. 

I cannot suppress my grateful feel- 
ings to our heavenly Father, that he 
continues to bless the people at Morris- 
town, in Belmont, and in Monroe coun- 
ties, with the spirit, patience, and per- 
severance in the cause of religion, 
though under circumstances of great 

deprivation. At the former place they 
have constant lay reading, and by these 
means have kept together, and have 
commenced the building of a small, but 
decent church. In Monroe, the lambs 
are not entirely scattered, though they 
have had but one visitation of a person 
in holy orders since the summer of 1820. 
O God of mercy! pity our destitute 
condition, and send forth labourers into 


thy harvest. Good accounts have been’ 


received from Cincinnati. The labours 
of a pious minister seem much blessed: 
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and the number of the faithful is gra- 
dually increasing. 

On the whole, considering our infant 
state, the great difficulties we have to 
encounter, in being so scattered and so 
poor, we have, in the events of last year, 
in the patient sufferings of our clergy, 
and in the perseverance of our people, 
received such evident tokens of the di- 
vine goodness and mercy, that we have 
great reason to bless God, and take 
courage— whom the Lord loveth, he 
chasteneth; and scourgeth every san 
whom he receiveth.” 

That amidst all our sufferings and 
melancholy forebodings, the good God 
hath remembered mercy; I would in- 
form the members of this convention, 
that the resolutions entered on the jour- 
vals of last year, requesting me to pre- 
pare and transmit to the bishops of the 
respective diocesses in the United States, 
an address, setting forth the great ne- 
cessities of the church within the dio- 
cess of Ohio, and soliciting aid and as- 
sistance in procuring missionaries to re; 
side among them ; and also to commu- 
nicate the existence of our missionary 
society to the same, and request their 
aid in furthering and promoting the ab- 
jects thereof, were, according to my abi- 
lity, complied with, A cepy of the 
said address is now submitted to the 
convention for their inspection. The 
result of these measures has been such 
as to call forth feelings of ynfeigned 
gratitude. Most devoutly should we 
pray God to reward with his choicest 
blessings those who have thus been 
mindful of our wants, and of our deso- 
late condition. May this instance of 
bounty to us, in this our greatest need, 
incite us to double our diligence and ex- 
ertions to provide for, and feed the lambs 
of Christ scattered through our wild 
world, and now perishing for lack of 
spiritual food; and, to this end, may 
God bless all our endeavours through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


The Rev. Intrepid Morse was elected 
secretary. 

The parochial reports furnish the fol- 
lowing aggregate :—Baptisms (adults 
40, infants 253, not specified 17) 310 
—marriages 23—funerals 38—commn- 
nicants 409. 
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From the report of the Rev. Samuel 
Johnston, minister of Christ church, 
Cincinnati, we select the following re- 
mark :—“ I must here bear my testi- 
mony to the advantages uf a conformity, 
as far as circumstances will permit, to 
the festivals and fasts of the church.— 
Such is their beautiful order, and pious 
tendency, that they are seldom cele- 
brated without producing the most fa- 
yourable results. I have, therefore, in 
compliance with my duty, observed 
them as they occurred, and have also 
held services on Fridays during Lent, 
and attended church each day in Pass 
sion Week.” 

The following report, from the trus- 

tees of the bishop’s fund, forwarded 
to the convention, was presented and 
read :— 
_ The undersigned, two of the trustees 
of the bishop’s fund of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the diocess of 
Ohio, report— 

That since their appointment, in 
1819, they have not thought it advise- 
able, in consequence of the pecuniary 
pressure under which the country has 
been labouring, to address the circular 
letter to the wardens and vestrymen of 
the.respective parishes in this diocess, 
as required by the third resolution on 
that subject of the convention of 1819. 

In discharging the duty assigned the 
trustees, by the fourth resolution of the 
same convention, they petitioned the 
legislature for an,act of incorporation in 
the winter of 1819—20, at which time 
a bill was reported, and postponed to 
the next session of the legislature. At 
the next session of the same body, the 
application was renewed, and a law 
passed incorporating “the trustees of 
the bishop’s fund of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the diocess of 
Ohio.” 

The trustees have held themselves in 
readiness to perform the duties required 
of them by the second and fifth reso.t.- 
tions of the convention of 1819, but as 
no donatiens, or conveyances of money, 
or other property, have been made to 
them by the parishes, or individuals, 
for the use of their trust, they have had 
no drafts upon their judgment or dis- 
cretion, for its management or distribu- 
tion, fer the benefit ef the episcopal 
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fund. All which is respectfully sub- 

mitted. 

(Signed) Jonn C. Wricat, 2 Trus- 
Joun MaTrTuews, § tees. 

June 3d, 1822. 


On motion, resolved, That this 
convention do accept and adopt the 
act of the legislature of the state of 
Ohio, passed in general assembly, the 
24th day of January, 1821, entitled 
*¢ An act to incorporate the trustees of 
the bishop’s fund of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the diocess of 
Ohio.” 

Mr. John Matthews, Mr. Noah M. 
Bronson, and Mr. Zaccheus Biggs, were, 
by ballot, duly elected trustees of the 
bishop’s fund, 

The following persons were elected 
the standing committee:—The Rev. 
Roger Searle, the Rev. Samuel John- 
ston, the Rev. Intrepid Morse, the Rev. 
Thomas Osborne, William Little, Be- 
zaleel Wells, Noah M. Bronson, and 
Arory Buttles. 

Resolved, That this convention ae- 
knowledge, with the warmest gratitude, 
the liberal donations of their brethren 
in the Atlantic states to the missionary 
society of this diocess, under patronage 
of the convention, for the support of 
missionaries therein ; and they trust, by 
the blessing of the great Head of the 
ehurch, this liberality will redound to 
the lasting benefit of our infant Zion, 
and to the welfare of immortal souls. 


From the proceedings of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Missionary Society with- 
in and for the diocess of Ohio, append- 
ed to the journal of the above conven- 
tion, we make the following extracts: 


*¢ Philander Chase, jun: reports to the 
Protestant Episcopal Missionary So- 
ciety of the diocess of Ohio, as follows: 

“ T left Worthington, September 21, 
1821, and proceeded to New-York, 
wthere I arrived during the session of 
the diocesan convention. The address 
to the bishops, of which 1 was the 
bearer, was gratuitously printed by 
Messrs. Swords, and a copy presented 
to Bishop Hobart, who gave the object 
proposed thereby his warm encourage- 
ment and approbation. Circumstances, 
however, preventing an immediate ap- 


plication in New-York, I proceeded to 
New-Haven, Connecticut, having first 
obtained permission and encourage- 
ment from Bishop Brownell, to apply 
to the churches in his diocess. I passed 
through Stamford, Norwalk, Bridge- 
port, and Stratford, and arrived at New- 
Haven, October 25th; thence I went 
to Middletown the 30th, and to Hart- 
ford the 1st of November. From Hart- 
ford I proceeded to Providence, Rhode- 
Island, when I found that the Rev. Mr. 
Crocker was absent, which occasioned 
me some delay. In the meantime, I 
went to Bristol, and having obtained 
the approbation of Bishop Griswold, 
preached in Providence, November 
11th; thence to Beston, where, after 
tarrying some time, being hospitably 
entertained, and kindly assisted, £ 
preached November 25th, and proceed- 
ed to Salem the 27th: thence to New- 
buryport, 29th, and to Portsmouth,30th. 
Leaving Portsmouth, 3d Deeember, my 
object was to pass over to Troy, New- 
York. Icould not, however, but seize 
upon this opportunity of visiting a 
brother, and other near relatives, in 
Vermont, and New-Hampshire, so that 
I did not arrive at Troy till December 
16th. I preached in Troy, 23d De- 
cember, in Albany same day; thence 
to Poughkeepsie, 26th, tarrying, during 
the holy season of Christmas, with a 
relative in Kingston. Preached in 
Poughkeepsie, 30th December, inHyde- 
Park same day; arrived in New-York, 
31st December. 

“ After hearmg the very favourable 
result of the application, kindly made by 
the clergy of that city, in our behalf, £ 
proceeded to New-Brunswick, New- 
Jersey, where I received the warm en- 
couragement of Bishop Croes, and, af- 
ter an application through the Rev. Mr. 
Powers, at Newark, preached in New- 
Brunswick, January 13th; thence pro- 
ceeded to Trenton, where, however, J 
was prevented from an immediate ap- 
plication, which has since been made. 
I went on to Burlington, preached there, 
January 16th, and next day arrived in 
Philadelphia. The General Mission- 
ary Society being about to make their 
application in this city, it was deemed 
proper by Bishop White, and the cler- 
gy, that the application which I went 
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thither to make should be merged in 
that: it being thought that the object 
and interests of each were the same, 
so that, under the implied assurance 
that the wants of this diocess, so highly 
prominent, and for which so much sym- 
pathy has been felt and expressed by 
our brethren, would have an early re- 
membrance in the disposition of the 
General Society’s funds, I proceeded to 
Baltimore, where I arrived’ Jan. 25th. 
{ had the satisfaction to find my object 
highly apptoved by Bishop ‘Kemp— 
the assistance afforded by the churches 
in this city was by individual donation, 
the attendance upon which required a 
greater length of time than elsewhere, 
so that I did ‘not arrive in Washington 
till the 15th of February, 1822. I was 
prevented from making immediate ap- 
plication to the churches of this place, 
and Georgetown. I received, however, 
promise, that such should be made as 
soon as practicable. It had been my in- 
tention to have proceeded to South-Ca- 
rolina on ‘this mission, but a letter from 
Bishop Moore, of Virginia, to'whom I 
had written, though hospitably inviting 
me thither, informing me, that my’ so- 
licitations would interfere with a'gene- 
ral and large application already’ going 
on in his diocess. I deemed it most ad- 
viseable to give up the prosecution of 
my journey any further, particularly as 
the visit to South-Carolina would much 
increase the expense of my journey, 
unless by greater success on my way 
than I had a right to expect. Ear- 
nestly commending, then, the object to 
Bishops Moore and Bowen, by letters, 
{ returned homeward. From Bishop 
Bowen, I have since learned, that ap- 
plication will soon be made in his dio- 
cess; the success of which Iam still 
anxious to learn. Passing through 
Fredericktown, Maryland, I received 
the same assurances which had been 
made at Georgetown, from the Rev. Mr. 
Johns; leaving Salem, I arrived home, 
12th March. Letters, during the course 
of my journey, were transmitted to 
those parishes and places where I had 
prospect of any success—from some of 
whom I] received encouragement to hope 
for future assistance. 
“It becomes me here to state, gene- 
rally, what I should have done in the 


Convention of Ohio. 101 


course of this report, with respect to 
individual places and people, had I not 
feared too frequent repetition, my feel- 
ings of lively gratitude for the great hos- 
pitality shown me at every place I have 
visited by the ministers and members of 
our church; and also for the great in- 
terest expressed often by substantial 
deeds, as well as words, in the prospe- 
rity of our western Zion. And here, 
too, I must acknowledge the great value 
of that kind assistance rendered me at 
every place by all our brethren. 
“ Annexed is the amount of receipts 

in the'several places visited :— — 

© At New-Haven, Connecticut, col- 
lection, $ 86 60, of individuals, $ 11 
75—§$ 98 35; at Middletown, collec- 
tion, $15, of one individual, $.10— 
$25; Hartford, collection, $41 75, 
individual donations, ¢ 138—$ 179 75; 
Providence, Rhode-Island, collection, 
$ 22 22; Trinity church, Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts, $157 65; St. Paul’s, do. 
$141 78; Christ church, do. $50; 
of the Rev. Mr. Carlile, Salem, in be- 
half of a lady, $10; collection in a 
church at Newburyport, Massachusetts, 
$ 29; collection in Portsmouth, New- 
Hampshire, $48; of Baruch Chase & 
Bloiggin, in Hopkinton, do. $25; 
Troy, New-York, collection, $ 157 34; 
St. Peter’s, Albany, $ 36 60; additional 
from St. Peter’s, there have been re- 
ceived 142 Prayer Books, 50 Bibles, 
and about 700 tracts, for the benefit of 
the society ; of a lady in Kingston, New- 
York, $3; collection in Hyde-Park, 
New-York, $19; collection in Pough- 
keepsie, New-York, $ 23; of Judge C. 
Verplanck, by the Rev. Mr. Thomas, 
Fishkill, $7 ; of Grace church, New- 
York, $342 81; of Trinity church, in- 
cluding St. Paul’s and St. John’s cha- 
pels, $423 25; of St. George’s, $ 133 
95; of Thomas Gibbons, esq. $100; 
collection in a church at New-Bruns- 
wick, New-Jersey, 45 37; additional 
afterward received, $2; collection, 
Burlington, New-Jersey, $ 19 30; ad- 
ditional from two individuals, $ 15 ; re- 
ceived by letter from Newark, New- 
Jersey, by the Rev. Mr. Powers, $ 32 ; 
do. from the Rev. Mr. Carter, Trenton, 
$25; received of churches in Balti- 
more, Maryland, by individual dona- 
tion, $555 50; do. a seal, valued at 
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$5; received of Jacob Morris, Otsego 
county, New-York, through the Right 
Rev. Philander Chase, $50; of the 
Rev. Philo Shelton, of Bridgeport,Con- 
necticut, $20; of the Rev. Mr. Onder- 
donk, Brooklyn, Long-Island, a certifi- 
cate of deposit, $ 43 22—total received, 
$2,911 9 cents.” 

“ The society then proceeded to the 
election of managers for the yeay ensu- 
ing—whereupon the following persons 
were chosen :—The Rev. Roger Searle, 
the Rev. $. Johnston, the Rev. J. Morse, 
the Rev. E. B. Kellogg, the Rev. P. 
Chase, jun. J. C. Wright, esq. W. Lit- 
tle, esq. C. Hammond, esq. Ezra Gris- 
wold, esq. John Hall, Rufus Murray, 
and Chester Griswold.” 

“ The following persons were chosen 
officers of the board, viz.—The Rev. 
Roger Searle, vice-president; the Rey. 
Samuel Johnston, corresponding secre- 
tary; the Rev. Philander Chase, jun. 
recording secretary; and William Lit- 
tle, esq. of Delaware, treasurer.” 











The Thirteenth Report of the Board 
of Trustees of the Protestant Epis- 
eopal Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity in South-Carolina ; 
made at the Anniversary of the So- 
ciety, January 6th, 1823. 


‘Fue thirteenth anniversary of our 
institution beholds us again assembled, 
on the feast of Epiphany, to offer praise 
and thanksgiving in the heuse ef God. 
On such an occasion, and in sucha 
place, it is indeed good for us to meet 
together, and to bless “ the Author of 
every good and perfect gift,” “ for his 
inestimable love in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The manifestation of our Saviour to 
the Gentiles is eminently fitted to in- 
spire our gratitude ; and is, perhaps, the 
most appropriate season for the annual 
meeting of a society whose objects so 
perfectly harmonize with that glorious 
and happy event. Already had the 
church set it apart as peculiarly wien 
of commemoration by her faithful fol- 
lowers: and we could not better have 
expressed entire approbation than by 
imitating an example equally venerable 
and excellent. 

It well becomes us, who are but tras- 
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tees appointed for administering the 
charity fund of others, to render annu- 
ally an account of our stewardship te 
those who have confided to us such am- 
ple opportunities for usefulness. The 
charge of distributing your bounty is a 
singular privilege and blessing. In the 
enjoyment which it affords, we have 
much reason for gratitude to you, as the 
means, under God, of enabling us to be, 
in an appropriate sense, not only hear- 
ers, but doers of the word. But while 
the labour is almost, if not altogether 
our’s, the reward is peculiarly your’s ; 
for to you, as the supporters of the so- 
ciety, is the promise addressed, “ it is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” 
Each eontributes only a mite: yet 
every one must be conscious that he is 
indeed a fellow-worker with us in this 
labour of love. Your best recompense 
is to see this work prosper in our hands, 
and whilst you faithfully discharge your 
duty to us, we yenture to promise, with 
the favour of heaven, that we shall not 
be wanting to you. But while the board 
rejoice that many haye, from the foun- 
dation of the society, been punctual in 
the discharge of their annual dues, we 
cannot but deeply regret that the list of 
arrears should still be very consider- 
able. Without animadverting on the, 
variety of motive that may influence 
those who thus deprive us of a large 
fund intended fer the good of the 
church, we feel ourselves authorized to 
expostulate with such members in the 
language of respect and affection. We 
would ask, why did they join the socie- 
ty, and why do they continue in its 
ranks, if they do not acknowledge the 
obligation of the engagement they have 
made? While the society exists, whilst 
its funds are carefully administered, 
whilst its objects are continually pro- 
moted, and the church benefited there- 
by, how can they rest satisfied with 
such apathy? ‘They have undertaken 
to give freely; and we only ask them 
to remember, that he who gives, before 
he is called on, or gives the instant he is, 
acts in the true spirit of Christian libe- 
rality. We entreat such as are scat- 
tered throughout the country,to remem- 
ber the difficulty and expense of waiting 
on them there. It is comparatively 


easy, on the contrary, for them to make 





~~ Oh hlUmMlC eel SE 


ant Geet ok ine =D 








=> 


mem rew “=F VPURuUweaee we 46lCUOPelUmSGhlUCOlUCCCCU hCOClUC<C TC TOUT OL 


ew 


-— 


ew oF we ee Ss. we @ » & e.s 


ie SS VS 6 c 3; ™ nd 








- 


April, 1823.] 


payment in town; since there is scarce- 
ly one whe does not visit the city ucca- 
sionally, or who has not friends that do. 
We earnestly beseech all such persons 
to recollect, that he who seeks to do 
good is doubly blessed. If any indeed 
love the church and the society, we 
trust they will not regard themselves as 
debtors to our treasury; and entitled 
to wait until applied to. Let them ra- 
ther feel that what they owe is to God 
and their fellow men, and whilst they 
reap the blessing of giving freely, let 
them imitate the example of the poor 
widow, who waited not to be reminded 
of her duty, but went to give, with her 
own hand, the trifle which she had not 
even promised to give. 

The board regret to say, that but lit- 
tle addition has been made, during the 
past year, to the funds of the society. 
While some persons have withdrawn 
their names, only four annual, and six 
life subscribers have been added to the 
list. 

The board have addressed letters 
regularly every year to the different 
clergy in the diocess, requesting, with 
the approbation of their vestries respec- 
tively, that sermons might be preached, 
and collections ajade in aid of our trea- 
sury. During the past year, however, 
enly St. Michael’s, St. Philip’s, and St. 
Paul’s, Charleston; Trinity church, 
Columbia, and Christ church, have 
contributed. The trustees are sensible 
that some country parishes can hardly 
be expected to assist us in this mode; 
yet it is believed that there are pious 
and liberal persons in all of them, who 
would gladly embrace such an opportu- 
nity of giving some portion of the abun- 
dence wherewith they have been bless- 
ed. tis extremely desirable also that 
such an occasion should be afforded fer 
making known more generally the ob- 
jects, wants, and usefulness of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Society for the Ad- 
vaacement of Christianity in South- 
Carolina. Doubtless there are many 
who have heard that such an associa- 
tion exists, but who are ignorant of 
what it has done, and of what it is con- 
tinually labouring to de. tis our de- 
sire that so excellent an_ institution 
should be more generally known. It is 
equally our duty: and weshall therefore 
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persevere in our endeavours to awaken 
the attention of our brethren in the 
country to the welfare of the institution. 

The board record here, with plea- 
sure, the liberality of a donor unknown, 
to whom they are indebted for the sum 
of one hundred dollars, and they adu, 
with much satisfaction, the gift of 
twenty by another whose name is equal- 
ly withheld. They rejoice at behold- 
ing such acts of Christian charity per- 
formed in the very spirit of the gospel 
precept, whieh suffers not the left hand 
to know what the right hand doeth.— 
Such givers desire not the praise of 
men; but rather lay up for themselves 
treasure in heaven. “The trustees can- 
not close this part of the report without 
again acknowledging the receipt of the 
contents of a missionary box kept in 
Mr. Dickson’s school. ‘Such contribu- 
tions are singularly acceptable; for 
they are among the happiest imitations 
of the poor widow’s example. 

The subject of our funds calis up to 
memory, as intimately allied to it, the 
situation of our late treasurer.* The 
board have still to regret that his ill 
health disables him from attempting to 
resume his duties. Under the expecta- 
tion that a voyage to Europe would re- 
establish his health, a temporary ap- 
pointment was made; but it has been 
for some time certain, that we cannot 
hope again to behold our financial €on- 
cerns under his judicious and paternal 
guardianship. ‘The gratitude and affec- 
tionate regard of the trustees, and they 
doubt not of the society at large, attend 
him in his retirement. 

During the past year, the sum of 
$ 2,680 has been expended in the sup- 
port of the ministry in several country 
parishes, and for missionary purposes : 
and the board have the satisfaction of 
believing that these appropriations have 
been productive of good. They ven- 
ture not to say, that alt has been done 
which might have been accomplished ; 
yet there is reason for gratitude, and 
much encouragement te go forward. In- 
deed, if this society had no other object 
than to send forth missionaries, its 
prosperity ought to be dear to every 
friend of religion, and especially of our 





* Charles Kershaw, esq. 
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church. This single purpose should 
win for us their prayers and patronage: 
the former, since the fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much; the 
latter, because the gospel must be ad- 
vanced in our day, by means, and not 
by miracles, by ordinary men, and not 
by prophets and apostles. The trus- 
tees regard the missionary department 
of the society as of incalculable import- 
ance to the church in this diocess. The 
missionary has opportunities for doing 
good, which are enviable indeed. Lo- 
cated in a small section of country, he 
is expected by the society who send, 
and by the people who receive him, to 
preach the gospel in its simplicity and 
purity, to explain the principles, and 
recommend the worship of the church; 
and, by his “ preaching and living, to 
set them forth, and show them accord- 
ingly.” It is not sufficient that his peo- 
ple should set him, on the Sabbath, in 
the desk and in the pulpit. His daily 
example should be felt among them, as 
the most powerful auxiliary to his in- 
structions. lis pastoral visits should 
afford to the sick and afflicted the means 
of spiritual consolation; to the inquir- 
ing, the opportunity of religious advice ; 
to the old, the advantages of pious con- 
versation ; to the young, the living and 
impressive testimony of practical good- 
ness. But such services cannot be ren- 
dered, if the missionary do not reside 
in the midst ofhis flock. ‘To know his 
people, he must live among them. To 
know their wants and desires, he must 
be intimate with their characters and 
situations in life. To be useful, to be 
beloved, and honoured, to be rewarded 
with the blessing of many a soul ready 
to perish; in a word, to be a labourer 
worthy of his hire, he must be one of 
his people, having the same home and 
neighbourhood, and experiencing some- 
thing of the spirit, if not all the force of 
local feelings, habits, and attachments. 
The mission at Cheraw has been al- 
ready re-established under the charge 
of the Rev. Mr. Wright, a clergyman 
of the Episcopal church, at present set- 
tled at Wadesborough, in North-Caro- 
lina. An attempt was made to accom- 
plish the same object, by a similar ar- 
rangement, soon after the Rev. Mr. 
Fowler returned, but it was not known 


until the regular meeting in December, 
that the letter addressed to the Rev. 
Mr. Bedell, secretary of the North-Ca- 
rolina convention, was never received 
by him. The missions at Columbia, in 
Christ church, and in the parish of St. 
Paul’s, Pendleton, still continue. 

The board rejoice to find that a very 
neat church has been recently com- 
pleted at this last mentioned place, and 
independently of other delightful con- 
siderations, it is highly gratifying to 
know that the flourishing state of this 
parish is to be ascribed, in a large de- 
gree, to the missionary labours of the 
society.* 

In obedience to the article of the 
constitution, which provides for the dis- 
tribution of the Bible, the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, and other religious works, 
the trustees report, that they have ac- 
cordingly, during the past year, dis- 
posed of the following gratuitously, viz. 
51 Bibles ; 252 Prayer Books, of which 
78 were given to the poor children in 
the Sunday schools in Charleston; 24 
of British Prayer Book, sent out by 
“the Prayer Baok and Homily Socie- 
ty” for English seamen; 7 of Dehon 
on Confirmation ; 91 of an Address to 
Christians, recommending the distribu- 
tion of religious tracts ; 211 of Dean 
Stanley on the Faith and Practice of 
a Churchman ; 73 of Bishop Andrews’ 
Devotions ; 205 of Hints on Public 
Worship, or the Churchman instructed 
in the use of the Book of Common 
Prayer ; 205 on the Duty of Morning 
and Evening Devotion; 69 of a serious 
Exhortation to a decent and devout 
Behaviour in Church; 264 of a familiar 
Rxposition of the Catechism recom- 
mended by the bishop and clergy of 
this diocess, of which 72 were given to 
the poor childten in the Sunday schools 
in this city ; 93 of some Remarks on a 
Review of Spark’s Letters; 187 of 
Archbishop Secker on the Duties of the 
Sick; 99 of Archbishop Synge’s An- 
swer to all the Excuses and Pretences 





* Through the liberality of Col. Thomas 
Pincknéy, jun. the new Episcopal church of St 
Paul, at the village of Pendleton, has been com- 
pleted. Divine service was performed in it, for 
the first time, on the 10th of December, by the 
Rev. Rodolphus Dickenson, who delivered a 
suitable discourse on that iiteresting ceeasion 
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for not coming to the Holy Commu- 
nion; 99 of an earnest Exhortation 
to the frequent Reception of the Lord’s 
Supper ; 57 of Grosvenor’s Mourner, 
or the Afflicted Relieved ; 47 of a Ca- 
techism on Confirmation.* 

In order to promote the use and cir- 
culation of the Bible and Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, the board dispose of them 
at half the usual retail cost; as experi- 
ence has shown, that many who have 
not, and yet desire to possess those vo- 
lumes, will neither accept them as gifts, 
nor pay the common prices for them. 
To invite such persons, among others, 
to procure the Scriptures, and Prayer 
Book, the board adopted the above 
practice, and have found it useful.— 
Whilst it has promoted the circulation 
of the principal works contemplated by 
the founders of the society, it has been 
advantageous to us, as a small = 
has accrued to the treasury. They 
have disposed of books and tracts on 
the above plan, from the commence- 
ment, to the amount of $548 89. 

The board cannot omit here to no- 
tice the gift of 20 Bibles and 120 Tes- 
taments by Mr. Jacob Rapelye. Such 
an example they would gladly see imi- 
tated by many. Whilst the society re- 
joice, and the objects of its bounty profit 
thereby, the giver has the satisfaction of 
knowing that he has contributed to 
make the poor acquainted with the 
gospel, and to afford comfort to the sick 
and afflicted. 

During the past year an edition of the 
following tracts has been published by 
the society:—Archbishop Secker on 
the Duties of the Sick; Archbishop 
Synge’s Answer to the Excuses for 
not coming to the Holy Communion ; 
an earnest Exhortation to the fre- 
quent Reception of the Lord’s Supper ; 
Grosvenor’s Mourner; and a Cate- 
chism on Confirmation. 

During the past summer the society 
received from their much esteemed 





* The whole number of books and tracts dis- 
tributed since the formation of the society is as 
tullows:-—265 Bibles; 1,442 of the Book of 
Common Prayer; 121 of Bishop Debon on 
Confirmation ; 50 of Daleho’s Evidences on the 
Divinity of Christ; 4400f Nelson’s Christian 
Sacrifice; 300 of Bishop Porteus’ Evidences ; 
and 10,144 tracts—making a total of Looks and 

acts equal to 12,762. 


Vou. VII. 
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friends and correspondents, “ The 
Prayer Book and Homily Society of 
London,” a present of their last report, 
and several of the homilies of the 
English church translated into different 
languages. This fresh testimonial of 
regard is highly appreciated by the 
board, and will be gratefully acknow- 
ledged when this report shall be trans- 
mitted to them. 

With respect to that part of the con- 
stitution which provides for the educa- 
tion of young men for the ministry, the 
trustees have little to add to what has 
been heretofore stated. Two young 
gentlemen still continue to receive the 
patronage of the seciety in the prosecu- 
tion of their academical studies at Yale 
college. It is expected that they will 
graduate in September next. 

During the past year the trustees 
deemed it expedient to subscribe for the 


_ Gospel Advocate and Christian Jour- 


nal for the library. They directed also 
that the numbers of the former, as they 
appear, with a vindication of the Epis- 
copal church, should be sent to the 
country clergy for the express purpose 
of being lent among their parishioners. 

The increase of the library, and the 
inconvenience to which the librarian 
has been hitherto subjected, induced 
the board many months since to adopt 
a scheme which promised to be very 
advantageous. Circumstances, how- 
ever, entirely beyond their control, pre- 
vented their success; and, as there is no 
probability that they shall ever accom- 
plish the object then contemplated, it 
is needless to give any detail or expla- 
nation of it now. As, however, the evil 
intended to be remedied still existed, 
and must increase with the growth of 
the library, they felt themselves called 
upon to provide a suitable place anda 
librarian. An appropriation for these 
purposes has been accordingly made. 

The library has received, during the 
year 1822, an addition of 101 volumes, 
the present number being 784. Dona- 
tions haye been received from the late 
Mrs. Ann Wainwright, the late Hon, 
John Drayton, the Rev. M. H. Lance, 
the Rev.A. A. Muller, and from Messrs, 
John Ball, John Bay, Charles Kershaw, 
and A. Motte. 

Hitherto the library has been almost. 
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entirely confined to religious and theo- 
legical works; but, during the past 
year, some volumes of miscellaneous fi- 
terature have been added. ‘The trus- 
tees deem it very desirable that this de- 
partment should be enlarged. Will not 
the friends of the church and of the so- 
ciety, of the clergy and of divinity stu- 
dents, consider seriously whether much 
cannot be done by them? A very 
small portion of our funds have been 
hitherto devoted to increase the stock 
even of necessary works ; and our slen- 
der appropriation will probably be here- 
after curtailed, as the charge for a room 
and librarian must henceforth be added 
to our annual expense. There are in 
the private lbraries of episcopalians 
within this diocess, and especially in 
Charleston, thousands of volumes. It 
is a high satisfaction to behold such 
proofs of the improvement of mind and 
of the cultivation of taste. We cannot, 
however, but regret that of this host of 
volumes so few have been dedicated to 
the use of our library. Are we unrea- 
sonable in believing that several hun- 
dreds of them could be spared for our 
shelves; not only without injury, for 
they would scarcely be missed, but even 
advantageously, simce their places 
would soon be supplied by new 
comers? We feel ourselves at liberty 
to propose a plan, suggested by the ex- 
ample of a gentleman, who has com- 
menced a collection of works on Ame- 
rican history ; and intends, it is believ- 
ed, to add to the number as opportunity 
shall offer. Why should not others go 
and do likewiser The divisions and 
subdivisons of human knowledge offer 
an endless variety of choice to the 
friends of the society. May not one se- 
lect works on general history, either 
ancient or moderna? Another the par- 
ticular histories of a single nation? 
And others, agian, writings on moral or 
metaphysical philosophy, on philology, 
literature, or divinity? We believe 
that if several gentlemen could be in- 
duced to act upon this plan, it would be 
much easier to procure the beoks than 
they might at first suppose. Certainly 
they would derive more than ordinary 
pleasure from the exercise of liberality, 
jor such an object, and on such a sys- 
icm, 


In takiig leave of the society for ano- 
ther year, the trustees indulge the hope 
that the prosperity and usefulness of 
the institution will advance, and not re- 
cede, during that period. May those, 
who have hitherto laboured in this por- 
tion of the vineyard of our common Lord 
and Master, if permitted fo continue 
therein, be fellow workers with more 
abundant zeal, diligence, and faith! 
May they realize the privilege confer- 
red, and the blessing provided for them 
by their appointment to the administra- 
tion of such a trust! May they derive 
strength from the prayers, wisdom from 
the counsels, and hope from the libera- 
lity of many a pious friend and cheerful 
giver! 

Signed in behalf of the board, 
NATHANIEL BOWEN, 
Ex officio President of the Society. 
January Oth, 1823. 
Officers and Trustees for the year 1825 

The Right Rev. Nathaniel Bowen, 
D. D. ex officio president; Keating 
Simons, vice-president; Thomas S. 
Grimke,corresponding secretary; James 
Jervey, recording secretary. 

Trastees —The Rev. Christopher E. 
Gadsden, D. D. the Rev. Frederick 
Dalcho, M. D. the Rev. Paul T. Ger- 
vais, the Rev. Allston Gibbes, tlie Rey. 
Christian Hanckel, Charles Kershaw, 
Robert Hazlehurst, Henry Deas, Elias 
Horry, Thomas Lowndes, Robert J. 
Turnbull, Thomas W. Bacot.—Danie! 
Ravenel, treasurer ; , librarian. 

Book Commitice.—The bishop, ex 
officio, the librarian, ex officio, the Rev. 
Dr. Gadsden, the Rev. P. T. Gervais, 
R. J. Furnbuli, £. Horry. 
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A Critical Essay on the Doctrine of 
Accommodation. 

Ir is obvious on the most cursory 
perusual of the sacred volume, that 
numerous passages of the Old ‘Testa- 
ment are cited by the writers of the 
New. In considering these passages 


‘we find essential difficulties in respect 


to their application. Some, indeed, are 
evidently adduced in proof of the doc- 
trine, and as a completion of a pro- 
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phecy; while others are as evidently 
applied to a purpose to which they ap- 
pear to have no relation, judging from 
the context in the original books. This 
has been eagerly seized upon by the op- 
ponents of Cliristianity; who declare, 
“that the prophecies quoted in the 
New Testament relate to such different 
matters from that which they are 
brought to speak for, as shocks the 
strongest Christian faith to consider, 
and shows that the allegers of them, so 
far from being inspired authors, do not 
understand even the common sense of 
words.”* This is indeed a weighty 
charge, and one which strikes at the 
very foundation of our faith; but we 
trust that these seeming discrepancies, 
when brouglit to the touchstone of cri- 
ticism, will disappear, and the entire 
harmony of the Bible become fully evi- 
dent. 

Two theories have been advanced 
jor the solution of these difficulties— 

ist. When a wider or more spiritual 
sense is given to them, than what might 
ve inferred from the original scope, or 
perhaps even greater than the writer 
himself was aware of, although designed 
by the Holy Spirit. ‘Phis is generally 
called the allegoric sense, and the 
Scripture is said “ to be fulfilled” when 
that is accomplished in the antitype 
which is written concerning the type. 
‘Thus we read, “ these things were done, 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled,. a 
bone of him shall not be broken.”’7 
These words, which were originally 
written of the Paschal Lamb, are said 
to be fulfilled in Christ, who is the anti- 
type of that Lamb. 

2d. When the thing is done, neither 
in a literal nor a spiritual sense, aceord- 
ing to the fact referred to in the Scrip- 
tures, but is similar to that fact, or in 
other words where the citation is ac- 
commodated. 

I. As regards the first, many eminent 
writers have rejected it altogether, al- 
leging that it will make all prophecy 
perfectly useless, and that it is impos- 
sible to know when it is fulfilled, if it 
has more than one sense; if it has two, 
it may have two hundred, and all of 
them equally just.—/Sharpe, 202.) 

* Nicholl’s Conf. with a heist, p. 333. 

t John xix. 36 
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But the latter part of the observa- 
tion does not follow as a just conclu- 
sion. For, as the Mosaic dispensation 
in its ordinances and general character, 
was typical of the more pure and spiri- 
tual dispensation of the gospel, somany 
passages of the Old Testament, whicli 
in their original context have evidently 
a reference to circumstances then trans- 
acting, and persons then in existence, 
may be considered as having ‘a seeond- 
ary and fuller completion in those of 
the New. ‘This may be instanced by 
the 72d Psalm. Where David is evi- 
dently addressing himself to Solomon, 
as appears from the title of the opening 
of the Psalm, “ Give the king thy judg- 
ments, O God, and thy righteousness 
unto the king’s son;” and yet the 
whole is undoubtedly a prophecy of 
Christ’s kingdom, which should be from 
sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth. ‘Thus we must ei- 
ther deny the least reference to king 
Solomon, or confess that it has a double 
sense; and that although it primarily 
refers to him, yet received its full com- 
pletion in the spiritual Solomon, or 
Shiloh, the Prince of Peace. But why 
need I instance a single Psalm, the 
whole book abounds with examples of 
this mode of interpretation.* 

Although, unfortunately, the system 
of turning every thing intoallegory and 
types, has been too prevalent, yet the 
abuse of a thing is no just argument 
against it, and proves not why we should 
indiscriminately reject all construc- 
tions of the same kind; and though, says 
Granville Sharpe,* I contend for double 
senses in some cases, yet I am as 
averse to an unnecessary multiplication 
of them as any one can be, and there- 
fore reject and protest against the pro- 
position—that if “a prophecy has two 
senses, it may have two hundred, and 
all of them equally just.” ‘The difficul- 





* Ergo arrige aures, Christiane Lector, et 
ubi talia in Davide legeris, ta mihi fac cogites, 
non Arcam, fragile hgnum, aut Tabernacuium 
contectum pellibus; non urbem lapidibus com- 
positam; non ‘Templum divine Majestati an- 
gustum: sed Christi et Ecelesie Sacramenta, 
sed yivos lapides, Christo angulari lapidi coapt- 
tos; sed ipsam Eucharistiam presentis Dei tes- 
tem; denique celeste regnum et xternam feli- 
citatem. (Bossuet, Dissertat. de Psal. esp. ; 
ad fin.) 

t Examination of Proph. p. 217. 
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ties attending that important quotation 
from Isaiah, in the first chapter of St. 
Matthew, are most satisfactorily cleared 
up by this hypothesis—*“ Now all this 
was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, say- 
ing, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a Son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted, is God with us.”— 
Now, the opponents of Christianity 
urge, that this promise, applied by us 
to the birth of the Messias, and con- 
sidered as a clear prediction of that glo- 
rious event, refers to the birth of a child 
in the reign of Ahaz, the time in which 
the promise was given, and not toa cir- 
cumstance which was to happen seven 
hundred years afterwards. And true it 
is, that from the general scope of the 
passage in the prophecy, we might infer 
this to be the case, were it not for some 
attending expressions which could have 
a reference but to One—Emmanuel— 
born of a pure virgin. Thus, in the 
prophecy we have two distinct. pro- 
mises, distinguished at the time of de- 
livery by the action of the speaker.— 
The one made to the house of David, 
of the wonderful birth of that extra- 
ordinary personage, who, according to 
God’s covenant with David, had been 
expected as their Messjah, but was now 
despaired of. The other to Ahaz, con- 
cerning the defeat of the confederate 
kings, and the time of the defeat, de- 
signed in the age of Isaiah’s child, 
Shear-jashub, then present, and to 
whom the things said of the child Em- 
manuel, hereafter to be born, could not 
well be adapted.”* It were easy to 
multiply passages where this soulution 
adds both dignity and force; but as I 
intend to enlarge more upon the next 
head, I will omit them and any further 
argument in support of the proposition, 

iI. We come now to our second di- 
vision, where citations are said to be 
accommodated. By this we mean pas- 
sages of the Old ‘Testament, which are 
adapted by the writers of the New, to 
occurrences which happened in their 
time on account of some correspon- 
dence and similitude. ‘These are not 
prophecies, though they may be said 
sometimes to be fulfilled, for any thing 


* Chandler’s Defence, p. 329. 
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may be fulfilled when it can be perti- 
nently applied. This method of ex- 
plaining Scripture by accommodation, 
will enable us to solve some of the 
greatest difficulties relating to the cited 
passages. ‘Thatthe apostles and evange- 
lists should use this mode, will not be so 
much wondered at, when we consider 
the veneration in which the Jews held 
the writings of the Old Testament.— 
Abounding with fine descriptions, poe- 
tical language, and sublime imagery, 
the subject of their daily reading, and 
containing those promises upon which 
were built their expectation of deliver- 
ance from a foreign yoke, and the re- 
storation of the house of Judah to its 
former splendour, can we wonder that 
the ideas, nay, even the very phrases, 
should occur to their minds in writing? 
Thus, says an eminent author,* “ the 
lawyer quotes the maxims of the law, 
the scholar his favourite classics, the 
divine the precepts of the gospel. Itis 
no wonder, then, if the very same thing 
has happened to the writers of the New 
Testament, who, being (as we before 
said) daily occupied in the study of the 
Old, unavoidably adopted its mode of 
expression, which they have borrowed 
and applied to their own use, in various 
ways, and for various purposes.” This 
would tend to do away the objection 
which has been started, that the writers 
of the New Testament were too illi- 
terate, generally speaking, to use this 
one of the ornaments of style, and one 
which only a cultivated mind, and an 
improved taste, would be likely to 
adopt. All this would hold good, did 
we find these writers quoting from the 
philosophical works of the age, from 
the Greek or Roman classics ; of these, 
indeed, they were ignorant; but their 
allusions and citations are from a book, 
the contents of which were known to 
the meanest Jew, and had been so from 
his earliest infancy. And why? as Dr. 
Nicholl forcibly asks, (in the work be- 
fore cited,) why may not St. Matthew, 
or St. Paul, quote a passage from Isaiah 
or the Psalms, and apply it to another 
sense, as well as we make a like use of 
one from Virgil or Ovid? Suppose, 





* Michaelis, as quoted by Horne in Introd. 
vol. il. p. 449. 
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now, we were to address the first pro- 
pagators of our faith in the words of 
Virgil’s invocation to the Sun and 
Moon— 


Vos. O clarissima mundi 
Lumina.— 


O ye illustrious lights of the world.— 


would this be considered as any thing 
improper or far-fetched? Why not 
then permit St. Paul to do the same 
when he quotes a part of the 19th 
Psalm, which is understood of the celes- 
tial bodies, and applies it to the preach- 
ing of the apostles—ButI say, have 
they not heard? Yea, verily, their 
sound is gone out unto all lands, and 
their words unto the ends of the world.* 

Ye hypocrites, saith our Saviour, 
well did Esaias prophecy of you, say- 
ing, This people draweth nigh unto me 
with their mouths, and honoureth me 
with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me.t Of whom did Isaiah pro- 
phecy this? Of the Jews in our Sa- 
viour’s age? Certainly not. The 
words were uttered by him without re- 
ference to any other persons than those 
he addressed. Yet how pertinently are 
they applied to that hypocritical and 
hard-hearted generation to which the 
Messias preached. 

Now, if these passages be so palpa- 
bly accommodated, and no other mode 
of explanation so well reconciles the 
difficulties, why not extend the princi- 
plea little farther, and include those 
quotations which cannot be referred to 
the first head, that of double sense with- 
out considerable forcing. And how 
strikingly elegant are the applications of 
them by the evangelists! For instance, 
the prophet Jeremiah bewailing the mi- 
series of captivity, by a beautiful figure 
introduces Rachel lamenting the wretch- 
ed condition of her sons.~ When He- 
rod, imbruing his hands in the blood 
of the innocents of Bethlehem, gave 
cause for the same lamentation, how 
forcibly does St. Matthew apply the 
words of the prophet. In Rama wasa 
voice heard, lamentation and weeping, 
and great mourning; Rachel weeping 
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for her children, and would not be com- 
forted because they are not.* 

In the same chapter of St. Matthew, 
we have a verse quoted from Hosea, 
which runs thus—Out of Egypt have I 
ealled my son. Now the passage in the 
prophet is this—When Israel was a 
child, I loved him, and called my son 
out of Egypt—and then goes on to say 
—that he is gone astray, has sacrificed 
to Baalim, worshipped graven images, 
&c.+ What of all this is applicable to 
our Saviour? None—but that very 
part cited by the evangelist; and the 
words, “ out of Egypt have I called my 
son,” are merely instead of saying in 
plain language, God’s Son came up 
from Egypt. 

Ingenious are the remarks of Bishop 
Chandler upon this text—proving from 
Scripture and Jewish authorities, that 
the passage had passed into a proverb, 
and that Egypt denoted great affliction 
and danger; from that which the 
Israelites underwent in that land, he 
would thus paraphrase the verse, in the 
sense here used by the evangelist: I 
have delivered my son from danger, and 
from the persecuting hand of Herod, 
which was stretched out against him. 

Again—The sacred historian, after 
remarking that Jesus Christ chose to 
cenvey his moral and religious instruc- 
tion to the Jews in parables, says— 
“That it might be true which was 
spoken by the prophet, I will open my 
mouth in parables; I will utter things 
which have been kept secret from the 
beginning of the world.”t This is part 
of a Psalm written by Asaph, a prophet, 
not in the strict sense of the word, but 
merely one “ who has explained or de- 
clared the will of God.” In the Psalm, 
he is speaking of such things “as we 
have heard and known, and our fathers 
have told us;” and then recounts the 
wonders done by Moses in Egypt and 
in the wilderness, and comes down to 
the times when “ David was taken from 
the sheepfolds to feed Jacob and his peo- 
ple,” and proceeds no farther. What 
is there in this that can relate to Jesus 
intentionally, and by way of foretelling 
afuture event? And, as Dr. Sykes re- 
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marks, * the parables of the Psalmist are 
very different from those made use of 
by our Saviour. Those of the one were 
nothing but short sententious narrations 
of past facts; the other were obscure 
speeches involved in simjlitudes.”* In 
citing, therefore, the words of the 
Psalmist in so very different a sense, 
the evangelist in effect declared that he 
only accommodated those words to his 
present design, although he introduced 
them as if he had cited areal prophecy, 
and were relating its accomplishment. 

From what has been said, we trust it 
will appear perfectly natural, consider- 
ing their knowledge of the Scriptures, 
and their veneration for them, that the 
writers of the New Testament should 
use this mode of introducing quotations 
pertinent to the subject upon which they 
were treating. This presumption, how- 
ever, amounts almost to a positive cer- 
iainty when we find, that, far from be- 
ing singular in this,it was acommon prac- 
tice of the writers of the apostles’ days, 
and particularly of the next century. 
He must be a stranger to the Hebrew 
writers (says Bishop Kidder) that does 
not know that nothing is more common 
among them, than such accommoda- 
tions of the text upon all occasions. 
They abound in such applications. 
Grotius urges the same idea in his com- 
ment upon St. Matthew. Ubi factam 
aliquod veteri simile occurrjt, dicunt 
Hebreei impletus est, hic vel ille Serip- 
ture locus. But no writer has more 
satisfactorily substantiated the fact than 
Surenhusius, in his Biro; xalarruyney 
who has, with infinite labeur, made 
numerous extracts from the ‘Talmud 
and Rabbinical writings, and almost set 
it beyond a doubt.t 

Again—Upon a comparison of the 
cited texts with the original Hebrew, or 
with the Septuagint version, we are 
astonished to find that they do not agree 
verbatim, in many instances, with ei- 
ther. What must we infer from this? 
Either that the evangelists apply the 
words of the Old Testament without 
pegarding the original view and inten- 





* Dr. Sykes on the Truth of the Christian 
Religion, ch. xiii, 


t ‘As the writer lad not access to the book of 


Surenhusius, all thet is said of him is taken from 
tlorne’s Introd. vol. ii. note. 


tion—or that they attended to the sense 
of prophecies without tying themselves 
down to the expressions used by the 
prophet. Now, supposing many of 
these citations to be accommodated, 
how naturally does it account for the 


changes of words, and reconcile this 


difficulty apparently insurmountable ! 
For no one will deny, that, if quoted in 
this manner, and with this intention, 
the passages may be altered, and, as it 
were, new-modelled, to suit the ideas of 
the person applying them. Nothing 
considerable is built on these quota- 
tions, no inference of importance: is 
drawn from them—had they been all 
omitted, Christianity would stand on as 
firm a foundation as with them. 

The greatest objection which has 
been stated against this doctrine, arises 
from the manner in which these quota- 
tions are introduced by the evangelists. 
They are generally prefaced by some 
formule like these—* as it is written— 
that it might be fulfitled—it hath been 
said,” &e. which, by many eminent cri- 
tics, have been supposed to imply that 
the ‘sacred writers understood such pas- 
sages in the prophets to. have been de- 
signations or predictions of events in 
the Messiah’s time, and as such quoted 
them in their writings. But, as time 
will not permit me to examine all ot 
these formule, I will briefly consider 
the one which appears most strongly to 
oppose our hypothesis. 

We find, then, before several of these 
quotations the phrase ix ranew$n, © that 
it might be fulfilled,” as rendered in our 
translation. 

And, first—-Nothing can be inferred 
from the use of the word iva “that.” For 
this particle does not always signify the 
end or design, but often merely the ac- 
cidental event. Thus, “for judgment 
am I come into the world, (ix) that they 
which see not might see, and they which 
see might be made blind. * Just inthe 
same manner does the same evangelist 
apply a passage of Isaiah: But though 
he had done many miracles before them, 
vet they believed not on him : (iv) that 
the saying of Isaiah the prophet might 
be fulfilled, Lord, who hath believed 
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the world to blind, or with a design to 
blind the people; not that God design- 
ed that the Jews should not regard the 
miracles of our Saviour; but, in the ac- 
cidental event of things, it so happened 
that the miracles of our Lord were the 
occasions of their obstinacy, and the 
words of Isaiah.as exactly suited their 
case as if they had been a prophecy 
apon that very generation. And, from 
John xix. 24, says the acate critic 
Campbell, if rigoroasly interpreted, we 
must infer that the Roman soldiers, pa- 
gans, who knew nothing of holy writ, 
acted, in dividing our Lord’s garments, 
and casting lots for his vesture, not from 
any love of spoil, but purely witha 
view that the Scripture might be ful- 
, filled, for it said they resolved on the 
measure iva ‘n yex?n zdngw5n (that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled.) 
Secondly—The word wanew9n does 
not favour our opponents any more than 
the preceding. For it does not, as 
might be inferred from the word “ful- 
fil” in our language, always imply that 
“ the event to which it refers was the 
introduction of the prophecy with which 
it is compared.” For in many cases, 
and indeed in most, it signifies no more 
than merely “ to be true,” or, as Camp- 
bell renders it, “to verify.” And this 
we have on the authority of the Seven- 
ty, who, in 1 Kings i. 14, have used 
the word to denote the confirmation of 
the testimony of one by the testimony 
of another. 
It is not asserted but that the word 
may mean “ to fulfil,” even in its strictest 
sense, but that it is not the rendering 
generally in use, and which best suits 
the cuntext in the places in which it is 
used in thesacred volume. Surenhusius, 
the writer above quoted, has given se- 
veral instances in which the accommo- 
dated passages of the Targums and Rab- 
binical writings are introduced by this 
very phrase ; and Sharpe, in lis second 
argument in defence of Christianity, has 
two remarkable passages to the same 
effect from profane writers. In Aclian, 
the stoic philosopher Diogenes is re- 
ported to lave said, that he “ fulfilled” 
in himself all the curses of tragedy ; 
and Olympiodorus, in his life of Plato, 
has this remarkable expression, “ that 
it might be true concerning him,” 


(where the verb used is rAngow) and then 
cites the following verse from Homer—- 


Tov nat are prweons erilos yauximy ecey 
audn. 


Words sweet as honey from his lips 
distilled. 
Which verse, however applicable te 
this great philosopher, is not to be con- 
sidered as an oracle delivered by thre 
poet, with a view to the particular use 
of it by this biographer. 

To sum up, therefore: the phrase ive 
zAnewin, and the others nearly synoni- 
mous with it, mean nothing more, in 
many instances, “ than that the text is 
accommodated to their purpose ; or the 
event darkly intimated is now plainly 
declared ; or a fact as truly answers the 
citation, as if the place had been a pro- 
phecy of it.” And, in conclusion, I 
would remark, that the difficulties at- 
tending the prophecies which at first 
sight are so appalling, and which, like 
blots, sully the fair page of revelation, 
will, upon an impartial investigation, 
pass away like a summer’s cloud, or 
the morning dew. W. 8. 


p———— - ___} 


For the Christian Journal. 
Remarks on the Integrity of the Text 
of the Greek Testament. 


Tue criticism of the sacred writings, 
or, as it is technically termed, Biblical 
Criticism, in its proper and confined 
sense, is the sum and substance of that 
knowledge which enables us to ascer- 
tain the genuineness of a disputed text. 
It difiers essentially from criticism, as 
that term is usually received. The lat- 
ter may be defined that branch of 
science which has for its object a gene- 
ral accuracy of composition, whether 
sentiment, expression, or language be 
concerned. ‘The former is more limited 
in its operations. It interferes not witlt 
the grammatical construction of lan- 
guage—with the purity or orthodoxy of 
sentinent—with the logical propriety 
of expression. Its object is to inquire 
what were the precise words which 
proceeded from the pens of the inspired 
writers—to ascertain whether the re- 
puted authors of the gospels and epis- 
tles really endited the words and phra- 
ses ascribed to them, or whether their 
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works have been mutilated and cor- 
rupted by omission and interpolation. 
The importance and necessity of the 
inquiry must be obvious to every person 
who is persuaded that Christianity is 
founded in reason, and with whom in- 
ward sensation supersedes not outward 
argument. On the decision of the ques- 
tion depends our faith in the oracles of 
God ; for if it could be proved, that at 
any period since the formation of the 
canon, the sacred writings have been 
corrupted to such a degree, that the 
genuine text is now irrecoverably lost ; 
if it could be shown that not one of the 
various autltorities we possess will coun- 
tenance certain doctrines, which for ages 
have enlivened the faith, and animated 
the hopes of thetrue disciples of Jesus 
—the evidence for the Christian religion 
would be nota little weakened. Let 
us suppose a man of liberal education, 
of sound understanding, and of serious 
dispositions, who has remained unset- 
tiled in his religious opinions for want 
of proper instruction, but who would 
readily consent to the truth of Christi- 
anity, provided certain propositions 
necessary to establish that truth were 
clearly explained tohim. Sucha man 
would require of us, in the first place, 
that we should produce our arguments 
for the divine inspiration of the writ- 
ings containing the principles of Chris+ 
tianity : he would then require satisfac- 
tory evidence that the several parts of 
these writings were really composed by 
the authors to whom they are ascribed. 
But this would not be all: admitting 
that certain books, with the titles of 
those we possess, were written by the 
apostles and evangelists, still he would 
demand proof, by which the very words 
of these books might be identified with 
the words written or dictated by them. 
Should we fail to produce this evidence, 
which must be altogether of an histori- 
cal nature, the inquirer might reason- 
ably doubt whether our faith was built 
on a safe foundation, and might, with 
reason, assert, that the Scriptures on 
which we rest it, are as hikely to be mo- 
dern inventions as the productions of 
inspired men eighteen hundred years 
ago. ‘The principle isthe same when 
applied to profane authors. “ When 
we attempt to expound a work ofhigh 
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antiquity, which has passed through a 
variety of copies, both ancient and mo- 
dern, both written and printed—copies 
which differ from each other in very 
numerous instances—we should have 
some reason to believe that the copy or 
edition which we undertake to inter- 
pret approaches as nearly to the original 
as itcan be brought by human indus- 
try, or human judgment;”* and, ac- 
cordingly, we find that talents of the 
first order have been put in requisition 
to investigate the remains of Roman 
and Grecian literature. It has been 
thought desirable to obtain an accurate 
text for the plays of Terence, and the 
odes of Herace: and the prosecution 
of this purpose has been deemed an ob- 
ject for the talents of a Bentley. In 
later days a Wolfe and a Heyne have in- 
stituted critical inquiries into the poems 
of Homer. And if these, which are 
merely works of taste—works which, 
compared with the inspired volume, are 
of no estimation—if these have been 
deemed worthy of so much labour, the 
student surely will not suffer the Bible 
to lie before him without making him- 
self acquainted with the authority on 
which it rests for its integrity. 

In addition to the importance of the 
study of criticism, as containing the ele- 
ments of that analysis by which we gra- 
dually discover the truth of our religion, 
its advantages are obvious in another 
respect. ‘It produces a habit of accu- 
rate investigation, which will be highly 
beneficial to us in our future theologica! 
inquiries. Its influence also is such, 
that it pervades every other part of 
theology ; and as our notions in this 
part are clear or obscure, our conclu- 
sions in other parts will be distinct or 
confused. Ia short, it isa branch which 
affords nutriment and life to all the 
other branches, which must become 
more or less vigorous, in proportion 
as this branch either flourishes or de- 
cays.”"7 

Deeply impressed, then, with a sense 
of the necessity of an accurate knew- 
ledge of the Greek text, we intend to 
offer a few remarks, to show that vari- 
ous readings have been unavoidable ii 
the numerous manuscripts of the New- 
‘Testament; to point out some of the 
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causes by which they have been pro- 
duced ; and to examine the validity of 
an objection raised by the infidel, that 
their existence entirely destroys the au- 
thority of the sacred writings. 

The autographs of the New Testa- 
ment have been lost. We know of 
none who deny this position, except a 
few Romanists, who pretend that the 
original of St. Mark’s gospel is in the 
library at Venice: but, independently 
of other considerations, the fact which 
the most eminent critics have establish- 
ed, that it is a copy of a Latin version, 
is sufficient to silence every cavil. It 
was next to impossible that the origin- 
als should have been preserved, especi- 
ally during the afflicting persecutions 
to which the primitive Christians were 
exposed. ‘The lapse of time has de- 
stroyed almost every vestige of manu- 
Scripts written prior to the sixth cen- 
tury. A continued miracle would have 
been necessary to preserve them entire, 
and, had they been preserved, it would 
have been to no purpose with the un- 
believer; for he would immediately 
have inquired by what standard we are 
to judge of the handwriting of an apos- 
tle. ‘There was no necessity for their 
preservation. Must we doubt whether 
the Eneid is the production of Virgil, 
because the original has been lost? 
And if this be the case with respect to 
profane, why should any doubt remain 
in regard to the sacred writings ? When 
the epistles were circulated throughout 
the countries to which they were ad- 
dressed, copies were taken, which an- 
swered all the purposes of the eriginal. 
If the churches were careful that the 
copies should be made by faithful 
scribes, (and every consideration is in 
favour of the supposition,) they needed 
not the autographs, which it was im- 
possible for all to possess. At the pre- 
sent day, numerous editions of works 
are published in countries far distant 
from each other, but no person is anxi- 
ous to see the original manuscript: 
“ The edition supplies the place of the 
author’s copy, which a printer thinks 
is useless to preserve when the publica- 
tion is finished.” 

After the death of all, or of the 
greagest part of the apostles, was framed 


iheecanon. History does not afford 
Vou. VII. 


of the Greek Testament. 
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sufficient information to enable us to 

determine accurately by whom the sa- 

cred writings were collected into a 

volurme, nor does it inform us whether 

the autographs were used in the coila- 

tion. That the originals had perished, 

is highly probable; for although some 

have appealed to the authority of Ter- 

tullian,* in the second century, to show 

that they were then in existence, we 

cannot suppose that the several churches 

to which they were addressed, could 

have contributed to so important an un- 
dertaking as the framing of a canon, 
without having the slightest mention of 
the circumstance in the page of history. 
Tlie compilers, then, used copies,which, 
however, could have had but few er- 
rors. But, as the church increased, the 
copies must necessarily have increased 
also, and with them the errors of scribes. 
They were transcribed at different 
times, in different places, and by differ- 
ent persons, and frequently the tran- 
scribers were grossly ignorant, and 
wrote merely for hire. But supposing 
all the scribes to have been the most 
approved members of the churehes— 
supposing all to have made a correct 
impression a matter of faith, still, un- 
less they had been inspired, mistakes 
would have been unavoidable. “ Who- 
ever doubts tlie truth of this, may make 
tlie trial by transcribing a few pages of 
the Greek Testament, and comparing 
his copy with the original. Orhe may 
examine a printed sheet as it comes 
from the press, in which he will often 
find mistakes after the second and third 
correction. In an edition of the Bible, 
the press is sometimes corrected five 
times before the work is printed off: 
yet, in the very editions which are call- 





* Many eminent writers are of opinion, that 
Tertullian, by “ authentice liter@,” has no re- 
ference to the autographs, bat that he means 
well attested Seriptures. See the subject dis- 
cussed by Dr. Lardner, Works,vol. i. p.425,Lond. 
1815. Inless than a century after Tertullian, 
it appears that many variations existed in the 
copies. ‘ Origen, at the beginhing of the third 
century, complained of these diversities, which 
he astribed to several causes, as the negligence, 
rashness, and knavery of transeribers” ** St. 
Jerome tells us, that when he made his version 
cf the New Testament, he collated the manu- 
scripts that were then extant, and found a 
great difference among them.” Beausobre and 
L? Enfant’s Introduction, in Bishop Watson's 
Tracts, vo). iii. p. 283 
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ed mirabiles, as if absolutely perfect, 
we discover typographicalerrors.” Mi- 
chaelis’ Introd. vol. I. chap. vi. sect. 3. 

It is said by some, we are aware, 
that as divine Providence has merci- 
fully granted a revelation to man, he 
will not allow the admission of errors 
into that revelation. The belief of 
every sincere Christian is, that the 
Scriptures have not been materially 
corrupted—that their doctrines are ex- 
plicit, and that, where faith or practice 
is concerned, no various readings exist 
which can shake his confidence in them. 
Every believer who has examined the 
subject will say, with Bishop Marsh, 
that “ for the common purposes of reli- 
gious instruction, the text in daily use 
is amply sufficient.” But this belief 
is not inconsistent with the supposition, 
that various readings have been pro- 
duced. The keeping of the sacred vo- 
lume was committed to secondary in- 
struments, and, notwithstanding the 
care and diligenee which have been ex- 
ercised in the preservation, the fact is 
undeniable, that various readings do ex- 
ist. To say that Providence would in- 
terpose in the prevention of errors, is to 
argue in the same manner as if one 
should assert that infidels have never 
opposed Christianity, because their at- 
tacks have a tendency te thwart the de- 
signs of Providence. 

It is, by no means, an easy task to 
enumerate all of the causes which have 
contributed to multiply various read- 
ings. Li this country, the difficulty is 
increased, from our not possessing the 
manuscripts which it is necessary to 
compare with each other. We know 
little of the ancient method of writing. 
We are ignorant whether in particular 
copies the scribes wrote from dictation, 
or transcribed from manuscripts before 
them, or whether they ever had the pre- 
sumption to write from memory. We 
can form no deductions a-priori: we 
must depend altogether upon experience. 
Every compositor in a printer’s office 
would be able te afford us more infor- 
mation on. such a subject than could be 
derived from years of study.* 





* For this reason Erasmus stands so high in 
the list of editors of the Bible. Being a correc- 
tor in a printer’s office himself, he was able to 
detect mistakes where the mere student would 
have been entirely at a loss. 


The best method, undoubtedly, to 
discover the different causes of varia- 
tion, is to compare negligent copies with 
the original manuscript of an author, 
and to devote a large portion of time to 
the eorrection of both written and 
printed copies. But as opportunity is 
not afforded to every student to make 
this trial, and as the labours of the most 
distinguished critics in Europe have 
contributed much to simplify the sub- 
jeet, we cannot do better than apply 
ourselves diligently to the study of their 
writings. Michaelis, after a laborious 
investigation, determines, that the most 
important causes of various readings 
may be reduced to five heads :—1. The 
omission, addition, or exchange of let- 
ters, syllables, or words, trom the mere 
carelessness of transcribers. 2. Mis- 
takes of the transcribers im regard to 
the true text of the original. 3. Errors 
or imperfections in the ancient manu- 
scripts from which they copied. 4. Cri- 
tical conjecture or intended improve- 
ments of the original text. 5. Wilful 
eorruptions to serve the purposes of a 
party, whether orthodox, or heterodox.* 

The question now arises, whether the 
various readings amount to so large a 
number, that the integrity of the text is 
thereby weakened or destroyed. The 
question is not new, but one which has 
been agitated between infidels and be- 
lievers, and even between believers 


themselves, for nearly two centuries. - 


When Bryan Walton, in the middle ot 
the seventeenth century, published his 
great Polyglot Bible, with extracts from 
manuscripts, versions, and fathers, 
never before printed, “a work which 
confers immortal honour, as well on 
the English nation at large, as on the 
learned men who were engaged in it,” 
he met with immediate opposition from 
the puritanical writers, who fancied (for 
the temper of the times was ill adapted 
to calm investigation) an attempt was 
made. to weaken the authority of the 
text.} Even the great divine, Dr. John 





* Bishop Marsh has enlarged upon these in 
his Fitth Divinity Lecture. 

t “Several persons think it would have been 
much better to let those various readings re- 
main in libraries, than communicate them to 
the public: but the making of this diversity 
known to the world has been of great service to 
the Christian cause. 1. As the diversity could 
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Gwen, misconstrued the design of the 
undertaking, and attacked it in -a 
pamphlet, entitled, “ Considerations on 
the Prolegomena, and Appendix of the 
Biblia Polyglotta.” Walton replied in 
the same year,* (1659) but, notwith- 
standing his able vindication of the 
great undertaking, the prejudices ex- 
cited by Owen’s pamphilet did not im- 
mediately subside. 

We hear nothing more of the contre- 
versy, till Dr. Mill published his edi- 
tion of the Greek Testament, in 1707, 
in which it appeared that the various 
readings had increased to the enormous 
sum of thirty thousand. This increase 
was thought, even by those who had 
been esteemed as the most learned and 
judicious men of the age, to have a ten- 
dency to diminish the confidence in the 
Scriptures: without, therefore, reflect- 
ing that faithful manuscripts and ver- 
sions did really exist with these read- 
ings, without reflecting that Dr. Mill 
had wot “coined,” but only brought 
them to light—Dr. Whitby very injudi- 
ciously sent forth into the world his ex- 
amination of Mill’s edition, (Examen 
Millii,) in which he contended that 
every single passage of the Elzevir edi- 
tion (or Teatus Receptus, 1624) was 
the genuine production of the inspired 
writers.t ‘These ill judged remarks 





not be concealed, the enemies of our religion 
would have taken from thence an occasion of 
insulting, and magnifying this difference.” But 
by being made public, we find, with pleasure, 
that these variations consist in indifferent points, 
and that they are almost every where nothing 
but pure mistakes of the transcribers. 2. It is 
evident from these various readings, that the 
books of the New Testament have not been cor- 
rupted by the malice of heretigs. If the tran- 
seribers had bee directed by heretics, they 
would have made such alterations as counte- 
nanced their errors and prejudices,” Kc.— 
Beausobre and 17 Enfant’s Introd. 2 

* In a work entitled, *‘Considérator con- 


sidered; or a brief view of certain considera. 


ons upon the Biblia Polyglotta, the Prolego- 
mena, and the Appendix thereol, wherein, 
amongst other things, the certsinty, integrity, 
and divine authority of the original texts ws de- 
iznded against the consequences of Atheists, 
Papists, Antiseripturists, &e. inferred from the 
various ‘readings and novelty of the Hébrew 
points, by the author of the said considerations.” 

¢ Ex nostra variantium lectionum uberiori. 
Jiseussione in capitibus ejusdem libri sequenti- 
lus, liquido constabit, nec in minutioribus istis, 
et pene frivolis, devsse nobis, potissima saltem 
ex parte, testimonia, quibus Aodiernt textus 
lecti stabiliatur, et cet. Preface to Examen, 
concluding paragraph. 
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were immediately applied by the inf.” 
del toa very different purpose. An- 
thony Collins, one of the most subtle 
and dangerous enemies whom Christi- 
anity has had to encounter, seized the 
occasion to undermine the authority of 
the Christian religion, by an argument 
drawn from the uncertainty of the Greek 
text; for Whitby had confessed that 
Dr. Mill’s labours made the whole text 
precarious: and another English di- 
vine, (Dr. John Gregory,) had assert- 
ed, that “no author had suffered so 
rmouch by the hand of time as the Bi- 
ble.” ‘The unreasonableness of Whit- 
by’s fears, and the futility of Collins’ 
arguments, were exposed in avery able 
and triumphant manner, by one of the 
‘greatest critics the world has ever 
produced.” The thirty-second of Dr. 
Bentley’s “ Remarks on alate Discourse 
of Freethinking,” (the title of Collins’ 
book) was devoted to this subject. As 
every thing coming from the pen of this 
divine is worthy of notice, and as his 
work is not easily procured in this coun- 
try, we shall take occasion to makesome 
extracts from him before we conclude. 
No writer of note, it is believed, has 
since presumed to repeat the objection, 
excepting Dr. Tindal, whose Christi- 
anity as old as the Creation first saw 
the light in 1720. In the 14th chapter 
he makes the following observations :— 
“Tf no court of judicature, though in a 


thing of small moment, will admit of a 


copy, though taken from the original, 
without aath made by a disinterested 
person of his having compared it; be- 
cause the least mistake, a various read- 
ing, a parenthesis, a letter misplaced, 
may alter the sense; how can we abso- 
lutely depend, in things of the greatest 
moment, on voluminous writings, which 
have been so often transcribed by men 
who never saw the original; (as none, 
even of the most-early writers, pretend 
they did;) and men, too, who, even in 
the earliest times, if we may judge by 
the number of forged passages, and 
even forged books, would scruple no 
pious frauds?” “ For my part, I think 
the best way, not to be mistaken, is éo 
admit all for divine Scripture that tends 
to the honour of God and the good of 
man: and nothing which does not.”* 





* Upon turther investigation, it is todiad thet 
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116 On the Integrity of the Text of the Greek Testament. 


Upon a very slight examination, it 
will appear that the arguments of Col- 
lins and Tindal are of little weight. 
We grant, that in the numerous manu- 
scripts of the New Testament there are 
thirty thousand various readings—nay, 
that since Griesbach’s compilatian, they 
have increased to one hundred and fifty 
thousand: but what does this prove? 
Does it justify Dr. Gregory’s assertion, 
that “no profane author has suffered so 
much by the hand of time as the New 
Testament has done?” An accurate 
investigation of the remains of Greek 
and Roman literature would have led 
him to another conclusion. We deny 
that the New Testament, although its 
several manuscripts have been collated 
with the most rigorous accuracy, al- 
though every word, syllable, and letter, 
has been weighed with the most scru- 
pulous exactness, we deny that it pos- 
sesses proportionably as many readings 
as any other writing of equal antiquity: 
on the contrary, we affirm that it has 
no more variations than what must ne- 
cessarily have happened from the na- 
ture of things—variations which are 
common to all classics whatever. “ Te- 
rence,” Dr. Bentley remarks, “ is now 
in one of the hest conditions of any of 
the classic writers; the oldest and best 
copy which approaches nearest to the 
autograph is preserved in the Vatican 
library; but even that has hundreds of 
errors, most of which may be corrected 
from other exemplars that are other- 
wise more recent and of inferior value. 
I, myself, have collated several, and do 
affirm, that I have seen twenty thou- 
sand various lections in that little au- 
thor, not near so large as the whole 
New Testament; and, lam morally 
sure, that if half the number of manu- 
scripts were collated for ‘Terence, with 
that niceness and minuteness which 


— 





several write.’s since Collins, have repeated the 
objection; still the expression in the text, as to 
writers of nore, iscorrect. Leland’s Deistical 
Writers, Letter VII. Whether any of the 
numero''s opponents of Tindal have noticed the 
above observations, we cannot say : judging for 
ourselves, the world would be in a sorry condi- 
tion, were it to admit all for divine Scripture 
which Dr. Tindal; and some later rationalists, 
have imagined eonducive to “the honour of 
God and the goad of man.” “ Rara temporum 
JSelicitate, ubi sentire que velis, et que sentias 
dicere licet.” 
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have been used (by Dr. Mill) in twice 
as many for the New Testament, the 
number of variations would amount to 
thirty thousand.” The reason why 
there appears so great disparity be- 
tween the variations of the classic and 
Scripture exemplars is evident. The 
editors of the former have not thought 
it necessary to note every blunder made 
by careless or ignorant scribes; sucha 
particularity would be considered as 
impertinent, and as unnecessarily in- 
creasing the size and cost of the works. 
If the editors be acknowledged as men 
of integrity and learning, the public 
voice agrees to receive their editions, 
and hence these not versed in manu- 
scripts imagine that no variations occur 
but what are communicated by the edi- 
tors. In the sacred writings, on the 
other hand, the variations have been 
noted with a religious, not to say su- 
perstitious accuracy. A large number 
of manuscripts, the ancient versions, the 
Latin Vulgate, the two Syriacs, the 
AEthiopic, the Arabic, the Coptic, the 
Armenian, the Gothic, and the Saxon— 
all the dispersed citations of the Greek 
and Latin fathers in a course of 500 
years—have been diligently compared, 
and recompared : why then should our 
surprise be excited, that in these numer- 
ous authorities, the differences in Dr. 
Mill’s time amaunted to 30,000, when 
the most perfect exemplars of profane 
authors of equal size contained as many, 
although they had but half the manu- 
scripts, and not a single version.* 

The difference on the side of the 
sacred writings will appear much greater 
upon a comparison of the poetical 
classics with the New Testament. The 
former, it is evident, were by no means 
as liable to mistakes as the latter; for 
unless the scribes were to the last de- 
gree ignorant, the measure of the verse 
would have been in some measure a pre- 
ventive of corruptions. But in the poe- 
tic writers the number of variations is 
immense. “ In the late edition of Ti- 
bullus,” says Dr. Bentley, “ you have 
a register of various lections in the close 


— 





* The same remarks are applicable at the 
resent day, even although Griesbach’s labours 
ave increased the various readings to 150,000, 
for the manuscripts have increased propor- 
tionally, 
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of that book; where you may see, at 
the first view, that they are as many as 
the lines. I myself, during my travels, 
have had the opportunity to examine 
several manuscripts of the poet Mani- 
lius, and can assure you, that the varia- 
tions I have met with are twice as 
many as all the lines of that book.’”* 
If, at the revival of literature, but one 
manuscript of the New Testament had 
been found, we should have had no va- 
rious readings. Would this want of au- 
thorities have rendered the text less 
precarious? Directly the reverse would 
have been the fact. Uf the best and 
purest copy now extant had alone been 
preserved, we should have possessed a 
text with a number of faults; suspi- 
cions of fraud would immediately haye 
been excited, and we could haye arrived 
at no definite conclusion with respect 
to its integrity. Add a second manu- 
script: the authority and integrity of 
the text will be strengthened ; but, take 
this where you please, it will contain a 
thousand variations from the first, and 
still half the faults of the first will re- 





* “ The result of the whole is this, that ei- 
ther, @ posteriori, all ancient books, as well as 
the sacred, must now be laid aside as uncertain 
and precarious; or else to say, a priori, that all 
the transcripts of sacred books should have been 
privileged against the common fate, and ex- 
empted from all slips and errors whatever. 
There is in each of them such a gust of the pa- 
radox and perverse, that they equally suit with 
a modern freethinker’s palate.” But I have 
too much value for the ancients to play booty 
about their works and monuments, for the sake 
‘of a short answer to a fool according to his 
folly. AM those passages, and all the rest of 
theu remains, are sufficiently pure and genuine 
to make us sure of the writer’s design. Terence, 
for instance, has as many variations as any book 
whatever, in proportion to its bulk; and yet, 
vith all its interpolations, omissions, additions, 
or glosses, (choose the worst of them on pur- 
pose,) you cannot detace the contrivance and 
plot of one play; no, not of a single scene; but 
its sense, design, and subserviency, to the last 
issue and conclusion, shall be visible and plain 
through all the mist of various lections. And 
so it is with the sacred text; make your 30,000 
us Many more, if numbers of copies can over- 
reach that sum: all the better to aknowing «nd 
serious reader, who is thereby more richly fur- 
nished to select what he sees genuine. But 
even put them into the hands of a knave or a 
fool; and yet, with the most sinistrous and ab- 
surd choice, he shall not extinguish the light of 
any One chapter; nor so disguise Christianity , 
but that every feature of it will be the same.’ 
Phileleutherus Lipsiensis (Dr. Bentley) Re- 
marks on Collins’ Discourse, p. 115. Lond. 
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majn uncorrected. As the exemplars 
multiply, the probability of improving 
the text increases; each manuscript 
furnishes a help, the exemplars become 
subservient to mutual correction, till at 
last we obtain a copy nearly faultless. 
Instead, therefore, of starting at the fue 
tile objection of the infidel, we should 
be thankful to divine Providence for 
his mercy, vouchsafed in the preserva- 
tion of so large a quantity of ancient 
manuscripts, which have been dis- 
covered in different quarters of the 
globe—in Syria, and in ltaly—in Egypt, 
Athiopia, and in Britain—all resem- 
bling each other in the general, and 
differing only in verbal particulars. If 
the unbeliever can resist this evidence, 
which in itself is demonstrative of the 
truth of our religion, we can only im- 
pute to that principle of obstinacy in- 
herent in some breasts, generated by 
the devil, and nurtured by self-suffi- 
ciency, which would never submit to 
revealed truth, even though it were in- 
scribed in the heavens.* 











For the Christian Journal. 


EASTER. 

1 Cor. xv. 20.—Now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first- 
Sruits of them that slept. 

TuEse triumphant words were ut- 
tered by an apostle exercised in perse- 





* Since the above was put in type, we have 
been favoured with the perusual of the British 


Critic for December, 1822, which contains a 


review of four works on subjects connected 
with the criticism of the Scriptures, After hap- 
pily illustrating the above remarks, and making 
several quotations from Jr. Bentley, and Bishop 
Marsh, whose “ evidence is unexceptionable 
authority, for they are competent witnesses in 
point of information, whilst their pursuits and 
uttainments might have been eapeeted to have 
given them prejudices inclining them to assert 
the contrary of what they are found to do,” the 
editors observe—* We should have spsred our 
remarks ou this topic, important as it is, if Dr. 
Bentley’s sdmirable tract was known aud read, 
auy thing like so extensively as it ought to be. 
But though the letters under the name of Phi- 
leleatherus Lipsiensis have been very judici- 
ously rejiinted by the University of Oxford, in 
the Enchiridion Theologicum, we had lately 
Occasion to ascertain that their merit was un- 
known, or overlooked to a degree which sur- 
prised us exceedingly. What we have said hes 
been almost entirely Lennmwad from his nervous 
and Jucid Answer te Collins’ Discourse of 
Preethinking? “ 
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cution, and grown old ainid its sorrows. 
They are chiefly interesting to us as 
containing the true secret of his support, 
the ground of his confidence, and the 
crown of his rejoicing. It was this 
which winged his hope, which animated 
his efforts, and alleviated his distresses. 
Now, a principle of such astonishing 
efficacy must needs be always valuable, 
and always interesting. The condition 
of man is, by nature, so vile and help- 
less, that he wants a medium of sup- 
port and consolation.—The passions 
which he cherishes are so violent and 
unreasonable, that he needs a pratec- 
tion even against his fellow-being.—The 
good which the world affords is so 
blended with evil, that we require some 
source of satisfaction beyond its influ- 
ence.—Now, if we regard the authority 
of St. Paul, who attested his sincerity 
by his blood, we must recognize all this 
in the joyful fact which our text com- 
memorates— Christ is risen from the 
dead, and become the first-fruits of 
them that slept.” 

1. The foundation of all human mi- 
sery and woe is the curse which was 
pronounced for transgression and sin, 
The stream must partake of the nature 
of its fountain, and, according to that, 
must flow in transparent waters, or roll 
in darkened floods. Corrupted in soul, 
and depraved in principle, man was 
violently incited to indulgence and ex- 
cess, and foolishly driven to war against 
his Maker. ‘The soul, created in the 
image of God—replete with knowledge, 
with purity, and love, became changed 
from its purpose, and fallen from its 
high estate. The body—which had 
risen in beauty and freshness under the 
plastic hand of the Almighty—was 
converted into vileness, and ready ta 
fall away into its kindred dust. Pride, 
lust, and anger, usurped “ the habita- 
tion of the Spirit of God,” and strove 
hard for the mastery of the whole inner 
man. But when “ there was no eye to 
pity, and no arm to save,” the Lord 
‘looked down from the habitation of 


his throne,” and kindly regarded the. 


condition of hisservant. The “ Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world” 
satisfied his justice, and restored his fa- 
vour. “In due time, Christ died for 
the ungodly.” Having set them a per- 
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fect pattern by his life, he poured out 
for them his blood upon Calvary, and 
breathed out his spirit in the heavenly 
prayer, “ Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” But the per- 
fect pattern which Christ by his life af- 
forded us—the excellent truths which 
distilled from his lips—and the heavenly 
benefits which resulted from his passion, 
received not their full perfection until 
the performance of that gracious pro- 
mise which foretold his resurrection 
from the dead. Then it was that con- 
viction burst upon the doubting minds 
of the disciples—collected their waver- 
ing thoughts, and settled them in one 
uniform, unchanging point of action. 
They knew that he whom they had fel- 
lowed during his tribulation and dis- 
tress, had promised that they should in 
no wise lose their reward: that he 
went to prepare a place for them, that 
where he was, there they might be also. 
They knew that he was able to protect 
them “ whom God had raised up, hav- 
ing laosed the pains of death, because it 
was not possible that he sheuld be 
holden by it.” They knew and felt the 
truth that “ Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners”—that he “ bore 
the offences of many,” and “ made in- 
tercession for the transgressors.”” May 
we nol, then, in imitation of these holy 
men, safely resort to Christ, the “ Rock 
of our Salvation ?”—remembering that 
“ being dead in our sins, and the uncir- 
cumcision of our flesh, God has quick- 
ened us together with him, having for- 
given us all trespasses.” 

2. But the Christian, though freed 
by grace from the power of sin, and 
placed in a state of acceptance, is not 
thereby exempt from suffering. By 
his profession he is placed at enmity 
with the flesh, and in opposition to car- 
nal and ungodly men. Hence, the ad- 
versaries of divine truth, inflamed with 
diabolical malice, have ever bent their 
eflorts to the suppression of a faith 
which exposes their vices, and excites 
their fears. Oh, what bitter persecu- 
tions—what heart-rending afflictionsx— 
what grievous trials did they occasion ! 
The followers of the “ meek and lowly 
Jesus,” driven from city to city, from 
country to country, found no rest for the 
sole of their feet. “ Some had trials of 
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eruel mockings and scourgings, yea, 
moreover, of bonds and imprisonment : 
they were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain with 
the sword: they wandered about in 
sheep-skins and goat-skins ; being des- 
titute, afflicted, tormented.” Now, 
what was it which supported these holy 
men under their multiplied afflictions— 
which transformed their bonds into the 
strong ligaments of love—their crown 
of thorns.into the helmet of joy? It 
was not fleshly lust or gratification— 
for * the world was crucified unto them, 
and they unto the world.” It was not 
the hope of worldly distinctions, ho- 
nours, or emoluments—for “he that 
was greatest among them was be as 
a servant”—meek, lowly, and unpre- 
suming. When they looked areund 
them, they saw few of those things 
which are usually considered the very 
objects of life. Lo! said Peter to his 
Master, we have left all and followed 
thee. Many of them, when they em- 
braced the faith of Jesus, sold their pos- 
sessions, and gave to the poor. In the 
conflict of opinions and passions, many 
realized the awful declaration of the 
Saviour, that “he came not to send 
peace upon earth, but a sword.” They 
witnessed the destruction of their do- 
mestic peace; the loss of their social 
joys. The fire of persecution raged 
wildly and horribly, and many were de- 
terred, by its awful glare. ‘The feel- 
ings of relationship, the ties of blood, 
the calls of affliction, were often disre- 
garded for the more immediate and 
pressing considerations of self-indul- 
gence, and self-preservation. But still 
many faithful spirits were found, who 
persevered under all these trials, priva- 
tions, and dangers. Many there were 
who gloried in their tribulations—who 
went with alacrity to the cross and the 


Stake, and mingled the shouts of spi- 


ritual triumph with the irrepressible 
groans of suffering humanity. The 
thoughts of these surely were not bound- 
ed by this mortal life; they did not, “in 
this life only, have hope in Christ.” 
No! They triumphantly exclaimed— 
“ Now is Christ risen from the dead, 
and become the first-fruits of them that 
slept.” This was the rallying point 
of their spiritual warfare—the wateh- 
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word which animated their hopes, and 
guided them to victory. 

3. This was the source of satisfac- 
tion which was above the influence of 
things temporal; the peace which “the 
world can neither give, nor take away.” 
*‘ Christ has risen from the dead”—he 
has set this glorious seal to his doctrine, 
in testimony whereof he has ascended 
up on high, and led captive the powers 
of sin and Satan. “ He has become 
the first-fruits of them that slept”—he 
has illumined the dark chambers of the 
tomb, and called to its sleeping inhabit- 
ants to “ come forth.” He has sancti- 
fied them by the offering of himself, 
“the first-fruits,” and placed within 
their reach the rich rewards of heaven. 

Oh, then, let us obey his gracious in- 
vitation! Let us rise with him to life, 
and not sink unwarily into the bottom- 
less pit of destruction! ‘ Christ is 
tisen from the dead, and become the 
first-fruits of them that slept.” O joy- 
ful thought! We know that our Re- 
deemer has arisen, and that “ he ever 
liveth to make intercession for us.”— 
We know that “ ifany man sinneth, he 
hath an Advocate with the Father, Je- 
sus Christ the Righteous.” But let us, 
at the same time, remember that “ with- 
eut holiness, no man shall see the 
Lord!” When the dread trumpet shall 
sound, all that are in their graves shall 
arise, and stand before the judgment: 
seat of Christ ; but the righteous only 
shall be admitted into the mansions of 
peace and joy. Christ died for all, and 
thus commended the transcendent love 
of his heavenly Father; but they alone 
who “repent, and are converted,” 
shall taste the benefits of his passion. 
Let man be wise, and consider his lat- 
terend. Let him lay hold on the hope 
which is set before him—which alone 
giveth life, and support, and consola- 
tion. 

March 30th, 1823. 


To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 
Messrs. Evrrors, 


On taking up your last number, J 
was much pleased to observe some 
excellent remarks “ on devout atten- 
dance at church.” They are unfor- 
tunately too much needed, and it is 
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hoped that they will tend to produce 
the wished for effect. But when I de- 
clare my satisfaction at their general 
tenor and object, I must express my 
concern at an omission which (to some 
at least) appears to be important. I 
refer to the custom which at present 
seems to be guining ground among the 
members of our church, of neglecting 
to bow at the mention of the name of 
Jesus during the repetition of the Creed, 
as also of omitting to rise when the 
preacher, at the close of his discourse, 
gives that glory which is so justly due 
to the Almighty. Both these practices 
have been in use from the earliest ages, 
are sanctioned by Scripture itself, and 
are reasonable and proper in the high- 
est degree. It would, perhaps, be im- 
proper to enlarge upon the subject at 
present, but, should opportunity fa- 
vour, it may be more fully discussed at 
some future time. I cannot, however, 
avoid observing, with reference to that 
remarkable passage, Phil. ii. 10; 11, 
that, as in the repetition of the Creed, 
we openly and decidedly avow our be- 
lief in the Divinity and Messiahship of 
Christ, that certainly must be a most 
proper opportunity of manifesting our 
respect and reverence towards our Sa- 
viour, by doing all that lies in out 
power to fulfil the declaration of the 
apostle— that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Chiist is 
Lord, to the glory ef God the Father.” 
The objection which has been urged, 
*« that by so doing we act in contradic- 
tion to our common practice, as at 
other times we neglect to show any 
mark of reverence at the mention of 
that sacred name,” is at best but a nega- 
tive argument, and very inconclusive. 
Is it to say, that because we neglect our 
duty on some occasions, (which perhaps 
are considered of no consequence,) we 
should also neglect it on solemn and 
important occasions, that so we may be 
consistent in our negligence? It is 
well known that the truly great and 
good man, Robert Boyle, was accus- 
tomed never to mention the name of 
God without aso.emn pause, indicative 
his reverence and awe. Would that 


his example were more generally fol- 
lowed! It is hoped, however, that we 
shall not long see our fellow church- 
men make a point of showing their dis- 
regard for the predictions of the Holy 
Spirit, and their small respect for the 
character of our Lord, by determined 
opposition to a custom established by 
precedent, sanctioned by Scripture, and 
conformable to the di¢tates of reason 
and devotion. With respect to the 
other matter mentioned, a slight consi- 


deration of the propriety of the esta- 


blished usage would, it is supposed, be 
sufficient to induce any to correct their 
practice. The rubric requires (and 
with great propriety) that the doxology 
shall be repeated standing: analogy 
renders it necessary that the attribution 
of glory to God at the close of the ser- 
mon, which is, if possible, a more so« 
lenin act of praise and thanksgiving, 
should be performed in the same re- 
spectful manner. 

The excellent remarks of your cor- 
respondent, respecting the necessity and 
beauty of order in public worship, will 
fully apply to their subject, and pre- 
clude any further Se + 


—_—— 
For the Christian Journal. 


Tue annual meeting of the New- 
York Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society was held in Trinity church, 
New-York, on Tuesday, the 25th of 
February, 1823; when the thirteenth 
annual report of the board of managers 
was read and accepted, and the follow- 
ing gentlemen elected, to be associated 
with the clergy of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, residing in this city, as 
the board of managers for the ensuing 
year:—Matthew Clarkson, John On- 
derdonk, John Slidell, Henry Rogers, 
George Dominick,Gulian Ludlow, Isaac 
Carow, Richard Whiley, HenryM‘Far- 
lan, Richard Platt. 

Ata meeting of the board of mana- 
gers, on the following Friday, the Rev. 
Benjamin T. Onderdonk was elected 
secretary, Gulian Ludlow, treasurer, 
and Henry M‘Farlan, agent; and the 
Rev. Thomas Lyell, D. D. Henry Ro- 
gers, and John Slidell, appointed to be 
associated with the president, secretary, 
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and agent, as the standing committee. 
The following is the report :— 


Thirteenth Annual Report of the Board 
of Managers of the New-York Bi- 
ble and Common Prayer Book So- 
ciety. 

Another year, the divine Head of 
the church has honoured this society 
with being an instrument for promot- 
ing the great ends designed by the esta- 
blishment, of his kingdom. The in- 
strumentality has, indeed, been hum- 
ble ; but, we may hope, not altogether 
unblessed. Two hundred and forty-six 
Bibles, and six hundred and fifteen 
Prayer Books, have been gratuitously 
distributed. They have gone into va- 
rious parts of our state; and have con- 
duced, we trust, to disseminate a know- 
ledge of the true God, and of Jesus 
Christ, whom he hath sent—of the doc- 
trines and precepts of his religion—and 
of the nature and constitution of the 
church which he has established as the 
channel of his grace and mercy toa 
fallen world, and the solemn obliga- 
tions under which it lays its members. 

In promoting such objects, we per- 
form the best species of charity. We 
improve the condition of our fellow- 
men, as intelligent, and promote their 
perfection, as immortal beings. We 
rescue them from the degradation and 
misery of irreligion and vice, and open 
to them the pure pleasures and heavenly 
consolations of piety here, and its infi- 
nite reward hereafter. We make those 
who might become the disgrace and 
pests of society, creditable and useful to 
it. We promote all the good to indi- 
viduals, and the community, which can- 
not but flow from the extension of a 
church, holding and disseminating evan- 
gelical truth, in its primitive purity, 
and dispensing, in the divinely appoint- 
ed way, the means and pledges of sal- 
vation provided by the Redeemer of 
mankind. And if he has promised to 
regard as extended to himself, the re- 
lief which we afford to the bodily ne- 
cessities of our brethren, we surely may 
hope, that when we bestow our efforts 
on turning men from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan to God ; 
reclaiming them from the way of spiri- 


tual and eternal destruction: and pre- 
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senting them to Christ, to be sanctified 
by his grace, and saved by his merits, 
he will mercifully receive it as an offer- 
ing to himself. We may surely trust, 
that he will consider as done to him, 
whatever we do to promote the unity, 
purity, and prosperity of the church 
which he loved, and for which he gave 
himself. 

Of this character, we humbly hope, 
are the operations of our society. The 
board would have rejoiced in the means 
of having them more extensive. They 
have done what they could. They 
have endeavoured faithfully to apply 
the resources with which they were pro- 
vided; and hope that the prayers of 
their fellow-members will be united with 
their own, that the divine blessing may 
attend their efforts. 

The operations of the past year make 
the aggregate of distributions by the so- 
ciety, since its establishment, 10,707 
copies of the Bible, the New Testa- 
ment, and the Book of Common Prayer. 

In consequence of the sickness which 
prevailed in the city last fall, the sub« 
criptions of members for the past year 
have not been collected. Their collec- 
tion will be combined with that of those 
due for the current year. The board 
would express the hope that all the pre- 
sent members will gladly continue their 
patronage to so excellent an object, and 
that others will be added to the number 
who thus lend untothe Lord. An im- 
mediate advantage to members, and 
their families, will be found in the al- 
lowance of one Bible, or one octavo 
Prayer Book, for every dollar thus con- 
tributed. 

For the reason stated above, the re- 
ceipts into our treasury, during the past 
year, have been small, being limited to 
the interest of the permanent fund, 
which fund amounts to $5,374 56. 

The board, at its last meeting, ap- 
propriated § 450 to the procuring of 
Bibles and Prayer Books for distribu- 
tion. May the blessing of God go with 
them, and sanctify them to his glory, 
the good of his church, and the spiri- 
tual and eternal welfare of his people! 

Signed by order of the board, 
Tuomas Lye.y, Chairman, 
Attest, pro tem. 
Bensamin T. Cnpenponk, Secretary. 
16 
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122 Report of the Bible and Prayer Book: Society of Albany. 


For the Christian Journal. 


Tue Bible and Prayer Book Society 
of Albany, and its vicinity, held its an- 
nual meeting in St. George’s church, 
in the city of Schenectady, on Tuesday 
evening, the 25th of February, 1823, at 
half past six o’clock. 

Evening prayer was conducted by 
the Rev. Alexis P. Proal, rector of St. 
George’s church, and an appropriate 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Da- 
vid Butler, rector of St. Paul’s church, 
Troy, Rensselaer county. A collec- 
tion was then made in aid of the funds 
of the society. 

In the absence of the president, and 
vice-presidents of the society, on mo- 
tion, it was 

Resolved, 'That the Rev. Mr. Butler 
take the chair. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Proal 
be appointed secretary. 

The Rev. Mr. Lacey then presented 
the following report in behalf of the 
board of managers :— 

Report. 


The managers of the Bible and Prayer 
Book Society of Albany and its vicini- 
ty, in presenting to their constituents, 
at the close of their official term, a state- 
ment of their proceedings during the 
last year, cannot refrain from offering 
to Almighty God their deep and un- 
feigned aspirations of gratitude for the 
preservation of their lives to the pre- 
sent time, and for the degree of success 
with which he has been pleased to 
crown their feeble endeavours to pre- 
mote the interest of his church. Of the 
twenty-one officers chosen at the last 
anniversary, all, excepting one, have 
been permitted by his gracious provi- 
dence to see the close of their official 
term. Mr. Tabor,a pious and interest- 
ing young man, has been removed, in 
the midst of life and usefulness, from 
this state of trial to his reward in ano- 
ther world. He died as he had lived; 
resigned to the dispensations of Divine 
Providence, and with an humble hope 
of acceptance in the sight of God, 
through the merits of his beloved Son. 
His sudden call to the dread tribunal of 
his Maker, to give an account for the 
deeds done im the body, solemnly and 
‘orcibly presses upon us all the admoni- 


[No. 4. 


tion of our Saviour—“ Be ye also ready, 
for in such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh.” 

During the last year we have wit- 
nessed, with great pleasure, increasing 
calls upon us to enter with renewed di- 
ligence upon the great work in which 
we are engaged. ‘This work, beyond all 
question, is the greatest in which human 
beings can be employed. It is nothing 
less than effectual efforts to rescue im- 
mortal souls from the power of sin and 
Satan, and to translate them into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God; to 
make them happy in the enjoyment of 
the divine favour in the present life, 
and in the participation of eternal sal- 
vation in that which isto come. In 
comparison with a work of this descrip- 
tion, the grandest projects of human 
genius dwindles into insiynificance end 
nothing. 

The institution of Sunday schools in 
nearly all the parishes of our church, 
and the organization of new congrega- 
tions in newly settled places, render the 
continuance and increase of our exer- 
tions indispensable. And, so long as 
the improvement of the rising genera- 
tion, and the supply of our poorer 
brethren with the Holy Scriptures, and 
the imimitable formulary of our wor- 
ship, are admitted to be objects of great 
importance; your zeal, we trust, in 
promoting the objects of this society, 
will not diminish. The sort of good 
produced by the dissemination of the 
word of God, and the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, is, indeed, noiseless, but 
it nevertheless is of the purest and most 
exalted order. We believe, from un- 
doubted testimony, :hat our society, 
huinble as its pretensions are, has, un- 
der the blessings of Divine Providence, 
been the happy instrument of contri- 
buting, in many instances, to the pre- 
sent and eternal interests of our fellow- 
creatures. And, surely, if we can be 
the means of reclaiming a single sinner, 
or of administering consolation to the 
bosom of a solitary Christian, we shall 
be amply remunerated for all our la- 
bour of love. “'They,” says the word 
of God, “ that be wise, shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament, and 
they that turn many to righteousness, as 
the stars for ever and ever.” 
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The following schedule exhibits the 
state of the treasury :—Permanent fund 
$ 1,250; interest thereon for one year 
$75; collections, donations, subscrip- 
tions, and the avails of books sold 
$ 104 34; balance in the treasury last 
year $63 71—making in all $245 5. 
The disbursements for books purchased 
during the last year amount to $178 
864—leaving now in the treasury $64 
184 cents. 

Books purchased by the society have 
been distributed in the cities of Albany, 
Schenectady, and Troy; and in the 
counties of Washington, Warren, Otse- 
go, Saratoga, Chenango, Montgomery, 
and Cheteauque; in the states of Ohio 
and Illinois, and in the Michigan terri- 
tory. 


On motion, resolved, That the report 
be accepted. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Butler 
be requested to furnish the secretary a 
copy of his sermon, to be published, 
with the proceedings of this eyening, in 
the Christian Journal. 

The society then proceeded to elect, 
by ballot, the officers for the ensuing 
year. The following persons were 
unanimously chosen :—Philip S. Van 
Rensselaer,president ; William A.Duer, 
1st vice-president; George Tibbits, 2d 
vice-president; James C. Duane, 3d 
vice-president; Henry ‘Trowbridge, 
treasurer; S. D. W. Bloodgood, re- 
cording secretary; Henry B. Davis, 
corresponding secretary. 

Managers.—-James Gibbons, John 
T. Cooper, James Dexter, John R. 
Satterlee, James Stevenson, Stephen 
Warren, Nathan Warren, William 8. 
Parker, G. Van Schoonhoven, D. Mar- 
tin, D. Tomlinson, G. W. Feather- 
stonaugh, Barrent Staats. 

The following clergymen, members 
of the society, are (ex officio) mana- 
gers :—The Rev. Mr. Butler, the Rev. 
Mr. Lacey, the Rev. Mr. Dorr, the 
Rev. Mr. Proal, the Rev. Mr. Potter. 

On motion, resolved, That the next 
annual meeting be held in Trinity 
church,Lansingburgh, Rensselaer coun- 
ty; and that the Rev. Mr. Potter be re- 
quested to preach a sermon on the oc- 
casion ; and, in case of his absence, that 
the Rev. Mr Proal supply his place. 
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Episcopal Acts. 

Ar a special ordination, held in St. 
Paul’s church, Charleston, South-Caro- 
lina, on Sunday, the 23d of February, 
4823, by the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, 
Benjamin Huger Fleming, of George- 
town, was admitted to the holy order 
of deacons. Morning service was per- 
formed by the Rev. Mr. Delavaux, rec- 
tor of St. Matthew’s parish, and the 
sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Hanckell, rector of St. Paul’s. 

On Thursday, the 27th of February, 
1823, St. Stephen’s church, in Phila- 
delphia, was consecrated to the service 
of Almighty God, by the Right Rev. 
William White, D. D. Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in this 
state, in the presence of the Right Rev. 
John Henry Hobart, D, D. of New- 
York, the episcopal clergy of this city, 
and a large concourse of other persons. 

Morning prayer was celebrated by 
the Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, and the 
Rev. James Montgomery; and a very 
appropriate and impressiye sermon de- 
livered by the Right Rev. Bishop Ho- 
bart, from Heb. xii. part of the 23d 
verse. 

The numerous congregation assem- 
bled on the occasion were still and at- 
tentive, in a degree evincive of the deep 
interest they took in the solemnities of 
the day. 

This beautiful edifice is a chaste and 
correct specimen of Gothic architec- 
ture, and is the only one in the coun- 
try that in its external appearance, and 
internal arrangements, is conformed to 
that style of building—for, though we 
offend against the canons of the science, 
yet we must be allowed to use the term 
style, in reference to Gothic models— 
considering them to havea character as 
appropriate and as well defined as any 
acknowledged style can have; and 
thinking, moreover, from its suitable- 
ness to sacred edifices, that it ought to 
be called the ecclesiastical style. 

As this church has been admired by 
all who have seen it, it will doubtless 
gratify our readers, and will be but an 
act of justice to the eminent architect, 
William Strickland, esq. of this city, of 
whose skill, and taste, and indefatiga- 
ble services, gratuitously exercised and 
rendered, it isa noble monument, to, 
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subjoin the following technical descrip- 
tion of the structure :— 


Description of St. Stephen’s Church, 
Philadelphia. 


This Gothic structure stands on the 
east side of Tenth, between Market and 
Chesnut streets, and presents an ap- 
pearance highly bold and impressive. 
Its extreme length from east to west is 
102 feet. The breadth of the body of 
the building is 55 feet, and that of the 
front, including the towers, 1 feet. 

The western front consists of two 
octangular towers, 86 feet in height, 
carried up on the north and south 
angles, comprising five stories, with 
windows and offsets, terminating in an 
embattled parapet. 

The curtain, or space between the 
towers, is 33 feet front by 60 feet in 
height, and contains three doors of en- 
trance, over which there are three large 
windows, formed within a recessed 
arch, 24 feet wide by 36 feet in height. 

On each flank are the windows of 
the north and south aisles, being sepa- 
rated by mullions into four compart- 
ments, and decorated with pannelled 
tracery. The sash is composed of lead, 
and divided into small quarries of glass. 

The interior of the church has a ves- 
tibule or antichamber, separated from 
the body of the building, which commu- 
nicates with a stairway in each tower, 
Jeading to the gallery and organ-loft. 

From the vestibule there are three 
screen openings, corresponding with 
the outer doors, which lead into the 
aisles and pews. 

The pulpit and chancel form the 
principal decoration of the eastern front, 
being highly finished with recessed 
Screen pannels, tracery, and clustered 
columns, supporting four projecting 
canopies. There is a large window im- 
mediately behind the pulpit, flanked 
with recessed pansels, being intended 
to receive marble tablets,* upon which 
the Commandments and Lord’s Prayer 
are to be sculptured. This window, 
and the recessed pannels, are covered 





* The tablets are presented by William 
Strickland, esq. and are to be gratuitously 
sculptured by Mr. John Struthers, the marble 
mason of the church. 


with highly enriched Gothic soffits, sup- 
ported by brackets projecting from the 
wall. 

The gallery screen is parallel with 

the sides of the church, connected na 
semicircular form opposite the pulpit. 
It is enriched with perforated tracery 
and pannel work, and lined with pur- 
ple drapery. It is supported by clus- 
tered columns, the front reed of each 
column rising above the capital, and 
terminating in a canopy on a level with 
the top rail of the screen. 

From the upper part of the intervals be- 
tween the windows of the flanks, spring 
the massy ribs which sustain the ceiling. 
Each rib is supported by brackets, and 
terminates in a key or pendant, the 
spandrils being pierced with pannels. 
These ribs, brackets, and pendants, be- 
ing regularly disposed along the ceil- 
ing, dividing it into many compart- 
ments, form a rich and decidedly beau- 
tiful perspective effect, particularly 
when viewed from the east or west end 
of the church. The organ-toft, or choir, 
is situated on the western front, in the 
rear of the circular pews of the gallery: 
it is large enough to contain 50 choris- 
ters, and is amply lighted by the three 
front windows. The ground floor con- 
tains 122 pews, the gallery 54: making 
a total of 176 pews. 

The building is warmed with a Le- 
high coal furnace, built in the cellar. 

It is the intention of the building 
committee to embellish the windows 
with stained glass, and to crown the 
towers in front with ogee domes, and 
the appropriate cross, bal], and vane. * 

The building, thus completed, will 
present a correct specimen of the Gothic 
architecture of the middle ages.—CA. 
Record. 

—_—_——S 
Obituary Notices. 
Rey. Joun Tyver. 

Drep, at Norwich, January 2\1st, 

1823, the Rev. Joun Tyxer, rector of 
Christ church, in the 81st year of his 
age. 

This venerable divine, the last of the 

clergy in this diocess who received 
orders immediately from the parent 
church, was born at Wallingford, Con- 
necticut, August 20th, 1742. From 
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kis earliest youth he gave evidences that 


_ he considered not this world his home, 


but that he was seeking another and 
better country. While those of his own 
age were pursuing the trifling amuse- 
ments of childhood, he was employed 
in the cultivation of the heart and mind. 
And such was his proficiency, that at 
the age of 13, he not only resolved to 
be a Christian, but had made himself 
so far acquainted with polemic divinity, 
that he stept from the track of his fa- 
thers, and attached himself to the Epis- 
copal Church. This act from a boy of 
his age, who could give a satisfactory 
* reason of the hope that was in him,” 
and of the step which he had taken, ex- 
cited the inquiry of his parents, and 
many of his acquaintance, upon the 
subject of church government ; and the 
result was, that they soon followed him 
to thesame communion. Possessing a 
thirst for knowledge, and being thus 
early impressed with a deep sense of 
the value of souls, he resolved to de- 
vote his life to promote their salvation, 
and the glory of God. He graduated 
at Yale college, in 1765, and after ac- 
quiring the requisite theological attain- 
ments, embarked for England, and was 
ordained by the bishop ef London, in 
June, 1768. Thence, under the pa- 
tronage of the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, he 
was sent as a missionary to Norwich, 
where he spent the remnant of his days 
—a term of 54 years—as a faithful 
steward and minister of the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. His trials, in 
the early part of life, were such as be- 
fell him in common with the episcopal 
clergy of that day. During the revolu- 
tionary war, though he took no part in 
the political struggles, yet the mere fact 
of his being a minister of the church of 
England exposed him to many dangers 
and insults. His church was closed 
for three years, but follawing the ex- 
ample of his predecessors, the apostles, 
he, with his little flock, assembled on 
the Lord’s day in private houses, where 
he “ continued to teach and preach Je- 
sus Christ” to them, and with them 
conscientiously to worship the God who 
created and redeemed them. At the 
close of the war, the society withheld 
the assistance before granted him, and 
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left him with a congregation scarcely 
able to support themselves. He was 
invited to remove into the king’s domi- 
nions to a very considerable living ; 
but he chose rather to dwell with those 
whom he had brought up, and long fed 
with the bread of life, though at the ex- 
pense of a large patrimonial estate. As 
a companion, Mr. Tyler was agreeable 
and interesting—as a citizen, he endea- 
voured “to live peaceably with all 
men”’—as a preacher, his sermons were 
designed rather to inform the under- 
standing, and mend the heart, than to 
play upon the imagination. His na- 
tural sweetness of disposition, combined 
with the piety of his heart, formed in 
him the benevolent man, and the faith- 
ful minister. He was endeared to all 
acquainted with him; who justly bless- 
ed him as the friend of God and man. 
He continued to discharge all the vari- 
ous duties of his office, till within the 
last four years, during which time he 
was in part relieved by an assistant.— 
Having thus fulfilled his ministry on 
earth, and “ run with patience the race 
that was set before him,” he was ready 
to be dissolved, and to be with Christ ; 
to “render unto God what is God’s,” 
even his immortal soul, that image and 
impress of his Maker, which he had en- 
deavoured to preserve bright and un- 
sullied. He is gathered to his fathers 
in a good old age; dying as he had 
lived, full of faith and hope of a blessed 
immortality. “ Write, blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours, and their 
works do follow them.”—Ch. Mag. 
Mrs. Vroterta R. Taytor. 

In this city, on the 12thof February, 
1823, after a lingering and painful ill- 
ness, Mrs. Viotetra R. Tayor, aged 
64 years, relict of Charles N. Taylor, 
esq. and eldest daughter of the late 
Right Rev. Samuel Seabury, Bishop of 
Connecticut and Rhode-Island. This 
excellent woman exhibited,in the course 
of her varied }ife, all those graces and 
virtues that adorn the Christian cha- 
racter, and, in her last afflicting illness, 
that patience which is cherished by 
lively affiance on God, and that humble 
hope which springs from faith in his 
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promises. Having pursued the course 
of primitive Christianity which her ve- 
nerable father had traced before her, 
she has gone to join him in the paradise 
of God. 


Rev. Enocu M. Lowe. 

At Norfolk, Virginia, February 26th, 
1823, the Rev. Enocn M. Lowe, rec- 
tor of Christ church at that place, in 
the 33d year of his ba 


Witiram W. VA AN NEss, ESQ. 

On the 28th of February, 1823, in 
Charleston, South-Carolina, whither 
he had gone fur the recovery of his 
health, Wittiam W. Van Ness, esq- 
late a judge of the supreme court of the 
state of New-York; “ distinguished as 
a judge for his integrity, urbanity, and 
legal attainments; as an advocate, for 
his talents and eloquence; and in pri- 
vate life, for his kindness, sensibility, 
and honour.”, 

Mrs. Hester H. Brapy. 

At Leonardtown, St. Mary’s county, 
Maryland, on Tuesday, the 11th of 
March, 1823, of along illness, Mrs. 
Hester H. Brapy, widow of the late 
Rev. John Brady, whose death is re- 
corded in our vol. vi. p. 375. The de- 
ceased was but lately called upon to 
mourn the sudden loss of her husband 
and three children, whom she has thus 
early followed to an untimely grave. 

Hon. Brockuoxst LivinesTon. 

Yesterday, at one o’clock, in the 66th 
year of his age, departed this life, the 
Hon. Brocknoxst Livineston, one of 
the associate justices of the supreme 
court of the United States. This dis- 
tinguished citizen has long occupied a 
conspicuous place in the public eye, 
and his talents and worth are too well 
known to require an obituary notice. 
©n the bench of the stateof New-York, 

and since, on that of the supreme court 
of the United States, the public have 
long acknowledged in him the learned 
and independent judge, the finished 
sentleman, and truly benevolent man. 
It is some consolation to his family and 
friends, that he has sunk into his grave 
at a good old age, crowned with ho- 
nours, and wept by all who knew him. 


To his afflicted family his loss is jrre- 
parable.—Nat. Intel. March 19,1823, 


From the New-York Evening Post, for 
March 24, 1823. 


Yesterday morning, the remains of 
Judge Livingston were entombed in the 
family vault, in Wall-street church- 
yard, attended by a vast concourse of 
our fellow-citizens. The funeral ser- 
vice was performed by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hebart, in Trinity church. A 
literary friend has furnished us with the 
following character of the deceased :— 

Mature in years, and ripe in fame 
and honours, Brocknoist Livingston, 
having discharged his obligations to s0- 
ciety, has paid his debt to nature. A 
stroke like this, however timely, must 
be felt ; for we are made to feel, and te 
grow better by the discipline of our 
feelings. ‘There is a sorrow which is 
useless, affecting the animal rather than 
the moral nature. None can be worthy 
of him we lament, but that which is 
chastened, restrained, and directed, to 
elevate the man, or improve the Chris- 
tian. It behoves us, therefore, to waive 
our idle lamentations, and imitating the 
manly and enlightened piety which 
cheered and sustained the last hours of 
him whose loss we deplore, let us ra- 
ther express our gratitude that we have 
so long enjoyed so great a blessing, and 
let each individual who knew, and lov- 
ed, or admired him, do what he can ta 
render permanent the beneficent influ- 
ence of his example. 

His judicial character is of course 
the most interesting to the public ; and, 
as a judge, his character was very pe- 
culiar and strongly marked. He was 
eminently aman of genius, of strong 
vivid and rapid perceptions; and the 
frankness of his character always 


prompted the immediate expression of 


his convictions. Such a disposition and 
habit must of course, and not unfre- 
quently, induce mistakes. But here in- 
tervened a redeeming principle, result- 
ing from one of the most peculiar cha- 
racteristics of his happily composed na- 
ture. For a man of strong and ardent 
genius, and profound learning, and these 
too rendered conspicuous by great re- 
putation and high office, Judge Living- 
ston was in one respect almost a mira- 
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tle. He seemed to be without vanity. 
He did not listen, or affect to listen, to 
arguments in opposition to his declared 
opinions, merely from official decorum; 
but his mind was literally and truly 
open to conviction. Others may lave 
committed fewer errors, but who has 
left fewer unrepaired ? 

The kindness and suavity of his cha- 
racter were strongly displayed in the 
discharge of his official duties. At 
every moment of his life he was an 
amiable man, and a finished gentleman. 
He never manifested any thing of the 
petulance or insolence of station. He 
ever seemed to be of opinion, that there 
was a dignity in the administration of 
justice which reached even to its infe- 
rior ministers, and without ever forget- 
ting the propriety of his station, he 
treated the gentlemen of the bar as his 
friends and brethren, over whom he 
was called, as it were; to preside for 
some temporary purpose. 

‘To say that he was just and impartial, 
would be low and inadequate praise. 
Ile was prompt, laborious, and indefa- 
tigable. His own ease and pleasure 
always gave way at the call of duty. 
fle never delayed or slighted any thing. 
He often laboured most without the 
stimulus of fame. He was, perhaps, 
rather too averse to the parade of dis- 
play and publication. Causes were 
not unfrequently heard at his own house, 
and many of his most elaborate opini- 
ons, the result of laborious and profound 
investigation, were communicated only 
to the counsel interested. 

In his intellectua$ habits he was cau- 
tious, but not timid. He looked rather 
to practical results than abstract prin- 
ciples. Nevertheless his feelings and 
opinions were decidedly of a hberal 
cast. He desired to extend and im- 
prove legal science, and did not consi- 
der all knowledge and all wisdom to be 
bound up within the compass of Eng- 
lish jurisprudence. 

Our sketch must be rapid. Judge 
Livingston was eminently gifted witha 
fine public and social spirit. This 
temper was displayed in his zealous 
promotion of all liberal pursuits and in- 
stitutions. He was a generous patron 
of literature. The same spirit diffused 
itself through his whole character. A 


Character of Judge Livingston. i27 


strong impulse and glow of benevolence 
characterized all his intercourse with 
society. His manners were to an un- 
usual degree, attentive, kind, and affec- 
tionate; to his friends, and indeed all 
who deserved and required it, his aid 
was prompt, decided, and efficient. In 
one word, his heart was full of warm 
kindly feelings, which flowed out upon 
all around him. 

It will be gratifying to all the friends 
of Christianity to know, that the lu- 
minous mind of Judge Livingston as- 
sented to its evidences, and that he 
made a public profession of his faith. 

Any sketch of the character of Judge 
Livingston, which did not mention his 
domestic qualities, would be unpardon- 
ably imperfect. 

In all the relations of domestic life— 
and it is there that a man’s true charac- 
ter is best known, and its influence 
most felt—he was far above the reach 
of common-place observation. None 
but those who saw him in retirement, 
and knew him intimately, can appre- 
ciat¢ his character in this respect. He 
was ever most affectionate, attentive, 
and considerate; exacting little for him- 
self, and always consulting the interests 
and feeling of his family. The main 
object of his life, at least that which 
seemed to interest him most, was to 
transfuse his own knowledge and cha- 
racter into the minds of his children. 
Every hour that could be spared from 
his public duties, and more than could 
well be spared from the time necessary 


for his relaxation, and the care of his 


health, was devoted to their education. 
He was their constant instructor. Of 
such a man it is common-place to say; 
that to his family his loss is irreparable. 
He has done all that the most devoted 
affection, and the most assiduous atten- 
tion to their welfare, could do for them 
kere, and has gone to his reward. If 
his example and precepts have their 
just influence, they will in some good 
degree continue te them his presence, 
and supply his loss. 

[With respect to the religious cha- 
racter of Judge Livingston, it may be 
proper to state, that he attached him- 
self, from conviction, to the Episcopal 
Church. He made application some 
years since tu the bishop, as rector ol 
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128 Miscellaneous. 


Trinity church, for admission to the 
communion, and afterwards continued 
2 communicant in that church. ] 

In London, on the 26th of January, 
1823, in the 74th year of his age, Dr. 
Epwarp Jenner, the discoverer of 
vaccination.—Also, on the 27th of the 
same month, in the 86th year of hisage, 
Dr. Cuartes Hurron, the celebrated 
mathematician. 

At the Presidency, at Calcutta, on 
Monday, the 8th of July, 1823, the 
Right Rev. Tuomas F ansnaw Mipp.e- 
ton, D. D. Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 
We have received some interesting ac- 
eounts of this excellent prelate, of his 
death, and of the proceedings in Lon- 
don consequent upon it, which we in- 
tend to insert in our Journal for May. 


pT 


For the Christian Journal. 


The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise.—Ps. li. 17. 

Almighty God, dread Arbiter of fate, 

By whose command empires rise or fall, 
Whose bursting thunders do the world appal, 

Aud round whose throne angelic powers await ! 

Being, of goodness infinite and great! 

Shall mortal man thy presence dare approach, 

Or on thine altar, with unhallowed touch, 

One offering place? O gracious Lord of all, 

Let not thine anger now be kindled much 

At such a worm asI, Be this my part— 
Before thine altar here to come and bring 
One poor, unworthy, sinful offering— 

A broken spirit, and a contrite heart— 

U, bid me not, great God,in wrath, a 








For the Christian Journal. 


Farewell. 


We think not that our hours of joy 
Are but the meteor’s light, 

That beams across the summer sky, 
‘hen leaves still deeper night. 


Yet so itis. Though faney weaves 
Her summer wreaths—'tis vain— 
The happiest hour—aye, always leaves 

Some bitterer one of pain. 


[No. 4. 


Friends, that in social converse sweet 
Have many a moment passed, 

Must, some time, that dread moment mect 
T hat tells them, ’tis the last. 


And hours, and days, that oft we spend 
In socialness of heart, 
Jo but a deeper sadness lend 
To shade the hour we part. 


JULIAN. 











Philadelphia Recorder. 

S. Potter & Co. propose to publish a weekly 
newspaper, to be entitled the “ Philadelphia 
Recorder.” 'Yhe object of this paper shall be 
the diffusion of religious intelligence. It will give 
aview of what is doing throughout the world 
for the spread of the gospel. “lhe most inter 
esting literary mformation will be given; toge- 
ther with oceasional reviews, and ashort sketch 
of forcign and domestic political intelligence, so 
that will form a compiete family paper. The 
earliest information will be procured from Eu- 
rope, and all parts of our own country, and every 
pains taken to make the Recorder an active 
herald of the cause of Christ. Several clergymen 
have been engaged to act as editors, and nothing 
will appear without their approbation. Not 
more than one page will be at any time devoted 
to advertisements. 

Terms.—The Recorder shall be published 
every Saturday morning, on good paper, with 
good type; every number to be of the size of 
an ordinary newspaper. 

Price three dollars per annum, payable ir 
advance. 

The first number will be issued the first Sa 
turday in April. 

Philadelphia, January 21, 1823. 


On the night of Monday, January 20th, 1825, 

a fire, originating in a neighbouring building, 
eonsumed the house ahd store oveupied by 
Messrs. S. Potter & Co. and a considerable 
part of their steck. These gentlemen have 
been very useful in cireulating works of a religi- 
ous character, and especially those connected 
with the episcopal church, Independent, there- 
fore, of a desire to aid our fellow beings in dis- 
tress, we feel ita duty we owe the cause of 
Christ to promote the accompanying plan of » 
religious newspaper. 

WILLIAM WHITE, 

JAMES ABERCROMBIE, 

JACKSON KEMPER, 

JAMES MONTGOMERY, 

GEORGE BOYD, 

BENJAMIN ALLEN, 

G. T. BEVELL, 

Wm. H. DELANCEY 
Phitadelphia, Jan. 21, 1823. 


To ¢orrespondents.—I. K. on the fickleness of fortune ; the remarks of L. J. 
on Hebrews xii. 17; verses by M. A. W.; and Miles on modern enthusiasm and 
liberality in a religious newspaper, will appear in our number for May ;—as 
will also the interesting address of Dr. Upfold, delivered in St. Paul’s chapel, on 
the 9th of February fast, for the benefit of the Auxiliary New-York Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society ; and a resolution of the Faculty of the General 
Theological Seminary, relative to the qualifications for admission into that In- 


stitution 
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